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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 
Good Day Patriots, 

I hope this note finds you all doing well and making the best of the remainder of our days of summer.  Mother Nature is already slowly 

making a transition from the hot and humid days of a summer that has passed much too quickly to a fall that will surely be upon us in short 

order.  As the season changes, we will continue to move through the days and months ahead with busy schedules and a more determined effort 

to focus on our Veterans and their families. 

Your Post has been very active with many weddings and various other banquet hall functions these past few months.  At this time, I 

would invite you to join me when I say “Thank You” to our dedicated staff of volunteers and our Club Manager with his entire group of 

employees.  Day to day, this team is making a difference in our community as we continue to strengthen our ties therein.  Without the continued 

support of our Post membership through the individual entities of the Auxiliary, the Sons of the American Legion and our Legion Veterans, our 

surrounding community would surely feel an impact of negative proportion.  Thank You all for your efforts, your time and your commitment to 

Post 43.  You are making a difference.  The importance of our mission at the American Legion should not be underestimated. 

Case in point:  

 September 10th, 2011 – Our Unit 43 Auxiliary has provided all of the steaks for the annual steak fry at the Hastings Veterans 

Home. 

 September 11th, 2011 – Marking the 10 year anniversary of a date that forever changed our nation, your Post 43 Color Guard 

detail, along with the Rice County Central Veterans Honor Guard, Faribault Police Department, and Faribault Fire 

Department, participates in a remembrance ceremony on the grounds of the Rice County Veterans Memorial. 

 Throughout this past summer, your Post 43 Color Guard, the Rice County Central Veterans Honor Guard, as well as your 

newly formed group of American Legion Riders have attended the funerals of fallen soldiers returning from the front lines of 

Iraq and Afghanistan.  In addition, our support at funerals for all Veterans that have passed continues as requested by the 

families. 

I can guarantee you with absolute certainty that each and every day there are plans being made by members of Post 43 to organize, 

meet, or provide some type of service to our Veterans.  Perhaps it is the Rice County Central Veterans attending a funeral service; or maybe 

members of the Legion Riders are setting off for the annual Tribute to the Troops Ride; the Unit 43 Auxiliary members are sending care 

packages overseas to the troops on the front lines or making plans for the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon project; even still, perhaps members of 

your Rice County Veterans Memorial are welcoming the addition of another 50 paver stones honoring someone who has served; just as 

important, there are members of the Sons of the American Legion that are providing support to the youth in the form of Boy Scout leaders;  

Every one of these actions takes planning and before the actions of our endless planning come to fruition, we start by simply sitting 

around the table of commitment.  Every single person brings to the table with them a great wealth of knowledge.  We bring our God-given 

knowledge.  We bring knowledge from our life’s experience, knowledge from our friends, our families, our successes and our failures.  At the 

table of commitment, we share ideas, we debate, we collaborate, and we painstakingly define and then refine the ideas using the knowledge we 

have to offer.  From there, we push our chairs back from the table and we take action.  With a little luck and a lot of God’s guidance, we pray 

that our planning will lead us down the path of success.  We don’t always get it right, but we offer up our level best, “The American Way.” 

There is plenty of room at the table my fellow compatriots.  I would ask that, when you are able, please come and sit at the table and 

share your knowledge with those of us who might try to offer something better for a Veteran in need.  I would ask that you come and sit at the 

table and offer even the smallest idea that might help the family who sits at home alone, desperately missing their spouse, their mother, their 

father, who awakes on the front line in the middle of a battle that is nearly 10 years long now.  This family is hungry for news of their front line 

Soldier, Airman, Sailor or Marine who awakes each day to face an enemy that is determined to see them come home on the other side of life.  

Come sit at the table with a fellow cycle rider that is about to set out on a journey for the day that will include a hundred or more other cycle 

riders that have one common goal for that day, standing on the line with honor, dignity, and respect holding Old Glory as a family mourns the 

loss of a fallen hero. 

I would ask that you find even the smallest amount of time in your schedule to dedicate some portion of your life to a cause that is 

greater than what can be defined by words alone.  Those who see dawn on the front lines fight so that we might continue to live free and they 

expect us to live to our fullest.  We must meet that obligation and work hard to earn that right.  We must meet that obligation head on for we 

owe this to them, their families and to ourselves.  We must support them and their families in any way that we can.  Their sacrifice must not be 

forgotten.  Our community, our state, and our nation are dependent upon us to Always Remember this sacrifice.  We are the American Legion.  

This is what we do.  If we do not provide that support, who will?  Any amount of time that you may have to offer, great or small, can and will 

make a difference. 

With you, I shall succeed...Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life… 

 

Very Respectfully, 

Kirk D. Mansfield –  

Commander – American Legion Post 43 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Greetings to all Auxiliary members and our Legion family 
I hope everyone had a great summer. Believe it or not, it is now September and time to start our regular 
monthly Auxiliary meetings after a summer break. Meetings will resume on the first Monday of the 
month, except for September, which will be the second Monday because of the Labor Day holiday.  
I am excited to start a new year. We have some wonderful officers and executive board members to lead 
our Unit.  I am also looking forward to working with our Commander, Kirk Mansfield and the SAL. We 
plan to do some new things his year to work together as a group. 

As most of you know, my special project for the year is Beyond the Yellow Ribbon. You may have read in the 
Faribault Daily News that Faribault is in the planning stages of making Faribault a Yellow Ribbon 
Community. Our Auxiliary will be a part of the process and I will letting you know more about it.  
I want to remind everyone to fly your flag on 9/11 to remember those who died and remember our 
military that are fighting for our freedom. 
Several years ago, Elmo Begin organized a yearly Steak Fry for the Hastings Veterans Home. This project 
has been ongoing for several years. A couple of years ago, Pete Flannery took over the duties. The 
Auxiliary had always contributed to the expenses, but two years ago it was voted to completely fund the 
entire Steak Fry. This is a wonderful event for the residents at the Veterans Home. Members of the Post 
and the Auxiliary have volunteered to help with serving the food at the steak fry each year. This year the 
Steak Fry is being held on Saturday, September 10. We will be leaving from the Legion clubrooms at 9:30 
am. If you would like to help with this event, please let me know so we know how many to expect. You 
can email me at lflom@myclearwave.net. Anyone that has participated in this event will tell you how 
much these veterans appreciate this Steak Fry.  They are very proud of their facility and they love to give 
you a tour of their building. This is also a great time to visit with these veterans and thank them for their 
service. 
I hope to see you at our monthly meetings, and bring a friend! 
 
Louise Flom 
President, Unit 43 Auxiliary 
 

 
 
 

Special Note for Unit 43 Auxiliary Members 

Please be advised that there are new membership cards in distribution that may incorrectly reflect your number of 
continuous service years.    Any erroneous years printed on these cards are the result of the National Auxiliary and will not 

affect your overall total years of service.  Only a small proportion of the membership cards are incorrect and if you have 
any specific questions, please bring them to your next Auxiliary meeting at the Post for further details. 
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September October November 

2 ... Club Supper 

4 ... Sunday Supper 

5 ... Labor Day 

8 ... Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

9 ... 417th Army Reunion 

10 . Wedding 

11 . Sunday Supper 

12 . Post Meetings 

13 . BA Class of 1954 

16 . Club Supper / Class of 1956 

17 . Wedding 

18 . Sunday Supper 

19 . Executive Board Meetings 

22 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

23 . Taste of Faribault 

24 . Wedding 

25 . Sunday Supper 

1 ... Wedding 

2 ... Sunday Supper 

3 ... Post Meetings / Humana Meetings 

6 ... Humana Meetings 

7 ... Club Supper 

8 ... River Bend Ramble 

9    Sunday Supper / Project Able 

13 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

14 . Ladies Ducks Unlimited Banquet 

15 . Wedding 

16 . Lions Club 90 - B’day Party 

17 . Executive Board Meetings 

 ..... Retired Teachers Group 

21 . Club Supper 

22 . Whitetail Banquet 

23 . Kiwanis Club Chili Supper 

26 . 1st United Bank 

27 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

28 . Post 43 Membership Dinner 

29 . Vietnam Veterans Fundraiser 

30 . Sunday Supper 

4 ... Club Supper 

5 ... Wedding 

6 ... Sunday Supper 

7 ... Post Meetings 

10 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

11 . Veterans Day Program 

13 . Sunday Supper 

18 . Club Supper 

20 . Camp Omega 

21 . Executive Board Meetings 

24 . Thanksgiving 

27 . US Coast Guard Aux. Breakfast /  

 ..... Sunday Supper 

Don’t Forget our 

Sunday Suppers 

4:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

Generous Servings 

Reasonable Prices 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Thursday 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

ONLY   $4 

Auxiliary Unit 43  
Salad Luncheon  

Cookbooks 

$10 

Lucky Number of the Day! 

Drink specials in the Lounge now include a random number 

drawn every day.  If the final digit of your membership card is 

equal to the number drawn, you will are entitled to ONE (1) drink 

for the price of 25 cents on that given day!!  Can’t beat it with a 

big stick.  Ask your friendly bartender for details! 

Saturdays & Sundays 

From 10 am - 3:00 pm 

FREE BILLIARDS! 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender. 

 

In an effort to support our troops on the front lines of Afghanistan and Iraq through care packages,  
Auxiliary Unit 43 is requesting the overseas addresses of service members.    As the battles continue, our 

military needs our support now more than ever.  Please notify any Auxiliary member with the address 
information you may have of a relative or friend or you may forward this information directly to 

FboLegion43@hotmail.com 
 

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter is now available by email.  At current, 
there are only 32 of a possible 983 WatchWord recipients signed up for 

email!!!  To receive your newsletter online AND MUCH SOONER,  
please send a request to  

FboLegion43@hotmail.com  
or simply drop off your email address at the Legion.   

 

 
 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Kirk Mansfield 

1st Vice: Jack Claeson 

2nd Vice: John McDonough 

Adjutant: Tracy Kolterman 

Chaplain: Roger Schuenke 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Ric Casson,  

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Lloyd Grandprey,  

Amy Lindsay, Larry Mensing 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Rick Rost 

1st Vice: Paul Johnson 

Adjutant: Matt Hilley 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee 

President: Louise Flom 

1st Vice: Judy Sommerness 

2nd Vice: Candy Braun 

Secretary: Rose Johnson 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Renee Weaver 

Executive Board Members: 

Kandie Mensing, Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill 
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