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Greetings from the Commander’s Corner!
Much has happened at our club in the past three months. The new roof is finally finished.

With so many Legion Clubs closing their doors, National has authorized the opening of clubs to the public so | have done just that. In
so doing, my focus is on increasing membership. Hosting parties, bands, dances, is one primary focus, so | have formed committees to
accomplish growth. The Legion members, the Auxiliary, the SAL, and any others that want to help our club grow are encouraged to
join whichever committee you feel would benefit from your skills or knowledge in their respective endeavors. We are all one family. By
working together, we can accomplish great things. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to be a part of our growth.

In addition to the established committees, the newly added committees are:
Publicity and Advertising Committee
Building Maintenance and Grounds Committee

The club is experiencing exponential growth from the changes that have been made. Contact me any time with any questions
concerning my goals for club growth as well as where we stand now on the growth curve, and our ideas for projected quarterly
growth, or how | am enjoying my third day of retirement! No, it still hasn’t sunk in yet that | am finally retired.

Thank you all for helping your club become one of the shining examples for other clubs to follow.
We appreciate you all!
Steve Walter, Post 43 Commander

Hello Auxiliary Members,

As | write this article my heart is filled with gratitude for all those that have served and are currently serving in the Armed Forces. |
stopped at the vigil held by Operation: 23-0. | stood near those boots of military personnel who felt so alone they ended their life
early. | was overwhelmed that 3 of those individuals remembered came from Faribault. On Veterans Day a beautiful tribute to
Veterans was held by Central Vets (A collaboration of many service organizations supporting veterans and active duty). We learned
that the numbers have risen to 25 veterans and/or active-duty military personnel lose their life to suicide every day. | agree with 1°
Vice Commander John Haessig that we are moving in the wrong direction. This drives my passion to support our heroes, our veterans
and active duty. On Wednesday | had the opportunity and honor of sitting at a table with about 17 women making poppies for Poppy
Days in May. It was wonderful to hear them share stories and ideas. Then the Honor Guard walked in from honoring a comrade who
lost their life. It is always moving to me to see these individuals, in uniform, caring for the life of a fellow veteran.

I'm sharing just a small piece of what | have seen in the last four months. | am honored to serve alongside all of you in caring for our
community. Remember to come to the Christmas Membership Dinner on Monday, December 2nd. We look forward to seeing you
there.

Save the Date January 18th for January Thaw Sock Hop with the Tropical T Birds.

Happy Thanksgiving to each of you. May you be blessed abundantly this season.
Gina Little, President Unit 43

Sons of the American Legion, Stew Schuenke, Commander
This is the time of the year to give Thanks: For our Veterans and all the Men and Women in the Arm Forces. For our country and
family and all the volunteers here at Post 43. Thank you to all of you.

For the Sons of American Legion members who have helped in the kitchen for the omelet breakfast. You have made my job so much
easier stepping up when needed. We have served many successful breakfasts so far this year and | believe they have increased from
other years which makes me so proud of what we have accomplished this year.

The Sons of American Legion's Commander, Stewart Schuenke, expresses gratitude for past contributions and looks forward to more
omelet breakfasts and community efforts in the New Year.

The following is a letter from Chuck Kuntze written about his cousin Lowell Kuntze (deceased and former Legion member of 34 years).

One of the earliest events | can remember (some 80 years ago) my cousin Lowell, son of Oscar Kuntze of “Kuntze Meat Market and
Grocery Store” who served in the Spanish American War.

Lowell graduated from FHS and was enrolled at St. Olaf College for a couple of years and on his way to enter the Faribault business
world when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. As many young men, with their patriotic juices, they quit what they were doing and
joined the military. He joined the U.S. Marines, fast tracked through training and off to the Pacific. He was seen off by his aunt Laura
Kuntze Fairclough and another cousin.

Lowell was able to communicate very little over the next year or so, as he was taking part in many Japanese island invasions. They
would invade one island and move to another encountering fierce hand-to-hand battles which saw thousands of Marine casualties.

One of these invasions happened to be more than bargained for, as it was occupied by thousands of Japanese than expected. Lowell
was part of the initial landing force, charging inland through intense defense forces. Lowell and a small group of men had gotten a
little too far inland when the generals back on the ships decided that the island was too strongly held and ordered them to return to
the ships. With the major contingent leaving, Lowell and a few fellow marines were left to fend on their own, hiding out from the
enemy in the jungle, finding food and water and cover wherever they could. They were never captured. This went on until they were
liberated by the re-invasion forces a few weeks later. All they had to eat was coconuts, bananas, etc. His parents were notified early in
the event by the marines that they were all presumed lost with little hope.

Fast forward to when word found its way to his parents telling them that Lowell and his group were rescued and would be sent home
for R&R. The word spread through the relatives like wildfire that Lowell would be home in a few days. Imagine the excitement the
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family experienced!!! Once the time came it didn’t take long for the entire relation to gather to welcome him home. | remember that
it was early evening when we met and he proceeded to share witness to every shocking, livid, horrific detail. Us little ones gathered on
the floor in front of him. His stories were so intense you could have heard a pin drop — everyone was speechless. This went on for
most of the night but after that first night, he clammed up never to speak much about it again. In fact, a longtime friend of his, Herb
Cook, had no idea and asked me after Lowell died if | knew anything about Lowell and what he did in the service. AHH!

The funny part is: His father Oscar had a grocery store, filled the cupboards with bananas. Lowell walked in the door looking for
something to eat — the last thing he wanted was a bananal!

If you or a veteran friend has an interesting story to share, please send it to Candy Braun, Auxiliary Secretary.

Post, SAL & Unit 43 Announcements:
Everyone should have received their dues notification by now.
Please remit your dues payment to Ed Little (Legion $40.00), Jeannie Michaels (Auxiliary $40.00) or
Bob Johnson (S.A.L. $25.00)

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Saturday, December 7, 2024, 10:00 — 4:00pm.
Come and do all your Christmas shopping
Soup and Sandwiches lunch by Unit 43 Auxiliary
AUXILIARY SPRING LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER
Salads, Soups and Breads - Drawings and Door Prizes
Save the date — March 22, 2025
POPPY DAYS MAY 2024
Each year The American Legion Auxiliary has two fundraisers, the Salad Luncheon in
March and the Poppy fundraiser in May. The Salad Luncheon fundraiser supports all
the administrative expenses, scholarships, Girls State, Legionville and many other
activities. The Poppy Fundraiser supports Fisher House, Hastings House, Beyond the
Yellow Ribbon, gifts for veterans in nursing homes and assisted living 4 times a year,
Armed Forces Service Center at the airport, Paralyzed and many other things for veterans.
Rather than request funds from you twice we are asking you to give once for both
fundraisers. Because of your generosity we can do many things for our veterans. Thank
you for considering our request. If you have questions regarding the Salad Luncheon
contact Candy Braun 507-330-4883, for the Poppy Fundraiser contact Jeanette Hammond
507-412-3828.

If you wish to donate, please make checks payable to: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 43,
112 NE 5th St, Faribault, Mn. 55021

JANUARY THAW SOCK HOP- JANUARY 18- TROPICAL T-BIRDS
Look for more info to come on Facebook and March newsletter




The Post 43 WatchWord newsletter is available on the Legion Website: www.mnlegionpost43.org If you have any specific
recommendations for our Website, our Post, or any general questions, please send a message to: faribaultlegion43(@gmail.com

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

1 — Youth Pool @ NOON

2 — Turkey Commercial or
Meatballs/6:30pm — Aux Mtg

3 —Wings

4 — Kwik Trip/KC Bingo

5 — Burger Night

6 — Friday Supper

7 — Craft Market 9-3pm

8 — Inisfail Inc Christmas Party
11-2pm

9 — Legion Christmas Dinner/
6:30pm — Post Membership
Mtg.

10 — Wings

11 — KC Bingo

12 — Burger Night/Pool Set-up

13-14 — Toys for Tots Pool
Tourney

14 — Euchre

15 — 1:00pm FrontLine Honors

16 — Post&Aux Exec. Mtg/Roast
Beef commercial or Meatballs

17 —Wings

18 — KC Bingo

19 — Burger Night

20 — Friday Supper

21 — Cornhole 11:00am

24 — No Wings

25 — Christmas — CLOSED

26 — No Burger Night

27 — Chicken Dinner

28 — Euchre/Cornhole 3pm

1-HAPPY NEW YEAR

2-5 - SECO Pool Tourney

5 — Youth Pool

6 — Turkey Commercial or
Meatballs/6:30 Post &
Aux Membership Mtg

7 —Wings

8 — KC Bingo

9-12 — Sparkler
Tournament

14 — Wings/Compeer
Financial

15— KC Bingo

16 — Lifeline
Screening/Burger Night

17 — Friday Supper

18 — January Thaw —
Tropical T-Birds 6-9pm

19 — Youth Pool/Rice Co
Gas & Steam/
1:00pm FrontLine
Honors

20 — Post&Aux Exec.
Mtg/Roast Beef
commercial or Meatballs

21 — Wings

22 — KC Bingo

23 — Burger Night/Red
Cross Blood Drive 11:30-
5:30pm

24-25 — United Way

26 — SAL Omelet
Breakfast for Legionville

28 — Wings

29 — KC Bingo

1 — Cornhole 3:00pm

2 — Lions Pancake Breakfast

3 — Turkey Commercial or
Meatballs/6:30 Post & Aux
Membership Mtg

4 —Wings

5 - KC Bingo

6 — Burger Night

7 — Friday Supper Fish Fry

8 — Fbo Hog Chapter

11— Wings

12 — KC Bingo

13 — Burger Night

14 — Fish Fry

15 — Cornhole 3:00pm

16 — IRIS
Breakfast/Bingo/Youth
Pool/1:00pm FrontLine
Honors

17 — Beef Commercial or
Swedish Meatballs/Post &
Aux. Exec. Mtg.

18 — Wings

19 — KC Bingo/Rice Co.
Mutual

20 — Burger Night

21 — Friday Supper Fish Fry

22 — Cornhole 3:00pm

23 — SAL Omelet Breakfast
for H.S. Theatre Dept

25 — Wings

26 — KC Bingo

27 — Burger Night

28 — Friday Supper Fish Fry

1 — Cornhole 3:00pm

2 — Rescue 55021 Breakfast

3 — Turkey Commercial or
Meatballs/6:30 Post &
Aux Mem. Mtg

4 —Wings

5 - KC Bingo

6 — Burger Night

7 — Friday Supper Fish Fry

8 — Ducks Unlimited Bingo

9 — SAL Breakfast for Holy
Smokes

10 — 106" Legion Birthday

11 — Wings/DAV Mtg

12 — KC Bingo

13 — Community Co-op
Mtg/Burger Night

14 — Friday Supper Fish Fry

15 — Cornhole 3:00pm

16 — 1:00 pm FrontLine
Honors

17 — Beef Commercial or
Swedish Meatballs/
Post&Aux Exec. Mtg.
6:30pm

18 — Wings

19 — KC Bingo

20 — Burger Night

21 — Friday Supper Fish
Fry/ Salad Luncheon Set-
up

22 — Aux. Salad Luncheon

23 — Youth Pool

25 — Wings

26 — KC Bingo

27 — Burger Night

28 — Friday Supper Fish Fry

29 — Cornhole 3:00pm

31 — Red Cross Blood Drive
11:30-5:30pm

FrontlLine Honors Ceremony
1:00pm — every 3" Sunday of the month.

We remember the fallen by reading all U.S. Service member

names that were killed in action or have died because of their

military service over the course of the previous 30 days. In

addition, we will recognize our nation’s Colors with a formal

dedication. If you would like to have the flag fly over Post 43 in

honor of any Veteran, alive or deceased, or a family member

currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, please inquire

within.

Their sacrifice. Our honor.

Changes to Food Service

*Wings will be available every Tuesday *
** Thursdays - Burger Night (Except 5t
Thursdays)**

***Turkey Commercial or Swedish Meatballs
offered on 1st Mondays and Beef Commercials or
Swedish Meatballs on the 3rd Mondays through
winter ***

Fall/Winter Hours

Mon. — Fri: 3 to 8 pm or later
Happy Hour 3 - 6 pm $3 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks

Sat.: 10 am to 8 pm or later
Happy Hour 10 am - 12 pm $3 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks

Sun: 10 am to 8 pm or later
Happy Hour ALL-DAY $2.50 Domestic Bottles & Rail
Drinks
Sunday's during the Vikings Football games we
will be having a Potluck
"Everyone bring a dish to pass”
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Post 43 Officers
Commander: Steve Walt
Ist Vice: John Haessig

Finance Officer: Jack Clae

Executive Board Membe

2nd Vice: Ron Jameson
Adjutant: John McDonough
Chaplain: Glen Wegner

cr

Son

Is.

Malecha, John McDonough,

Dave Cram, Ed Little, Luverne

Minick, Jim Nielsen, Mark Quinlan,
Dan Rasmussen, Dennis Rinehart

Fred

Auxiliary Officers:

President: Gina Little
Ist Vice:

Sons of the American
Legion

2nd Vice: Kayleen Caron

Commander: Stew Schuenke

Secretary: Candy Braun
Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed

1st Vice:

Sgt at Arms: Judy Lee, Mary Lillquist

Adjutant: Jim Douda

Chaplain: Kathy Larson

Treasurer:

Historian: Karen Rasmussen

Chaplain: Mike Pittman

Executive Committee Members:

Sgt at Arms: Jim Douda

Jeanette Hammond,
Sandy Kuhlman, Jeannie Michels




