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Fellow members, it is an honor to be able to address you all again in our newsletter. Hopefully you are
seeing some changes going on at our Club and are as excited about them as | am! We are working very
hard to get the public and more groups into our Club to help support us. We are always looking for
suggestions so please don’t hesitate to voice your ideas. I cannot thank the SAL enough for purchasing
the 70” and one of the 55 TV’s we currently have in our bar area for Sunday football games!

If you are online and haven’t liked our Facebook page, please do so! Right now, this is our go-to spot for
events and activities going on at our Club. We are getting a lot of attention to these listings on our
Facebook page and we hope to continue to build and grow our patrons! With that, also comes the need
for more volunteers. We have seen significant labor cost increases because so many have dropped off
from volunteering. If you see an event that you can help out at PLEASE contact our Club Manager and
offer your assistance. This is the only way we can be successful and ensure that our Club continues into
the future.

Membership is also a hot topic right now. We are really getting into membership goals at this point and
we need your membership, and your help getting others to join our Post! Members who renew prior to
Veteran’s Day will be eligible for the early bird drawing, which will be drawn on Veteran’s Day. Also,
with the new Legion Act those individuals who served from WWII to today are eligible to join our
amazing organization!

National POW/MIA Day, Veteran’s Day, Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, and the holidays will all be
upon us before we know it. | want to thank you all for supporting so many of our community events and
our Club! I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas and | hope to see you all at
the Club!

Commander Post 43, Benji Young

Hello Legion Family!!

Our Legion Auxiliary Ladies (and Jim Douda) went up to the Hastings Veterans Home September
14th and happily served BBQ ribs, with all the fixings to a very happy and grateful group of veterans. It
was my first time going, so [ was given the grand tour. What a great place! We have boxes set up in the
Clubroom for donations going up to the Fisher House. They are in need of individually packed snacks, 24
pks of drinking water, paper products, etc. If you have questions, please contact me though Maggie at the
Club. We will be taking the donations up on October 21st, so any help will be greatly appreciated by your
fellow Veterans and their families. Our Membership Dinner will be Monday, October 28th with social at
5:00 followed by Dinner at 6:00. Our Christmas Dinner will be held on Wednesday, December 11th with
social at 5:00 followed by Dinner at 6:00. Remember my challenge Ladies! If you see someone new in
our Club, go up to them, introduce yourself, welcome them. They also help keep our doors open! Have
an awesome Fall, and a wonderful Christmas Season!

Rose, Auxiliary President

A big “thank you” to Jim Nielsen, Jim Cross and Jim Douda for installing the new mirrors, countertops
and sinks in the hall bathrooms. Funds for this project came from tips saved from Wing and Burger
nights. Be sure to check them out...they look great!!!
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All dates below are subject to change, please visit your Post for current function dates.

October

November

December

January

1 — Wings/Supply Kids

2 — KC Bingo

4— Club Supper/1967-68 Reunion/Last Mans’
5 — Gillis Wedding/ Karaoke

6 —Breakfast for Fbo Kids Kiwanis/ Sunday
Supper

7 — Membership Mtg

8 — Wing Night

9 - KC Bingo

10 — Burger Baskets

12 — Malecha Wedding Reception

13 — Benefit/Sunday Supper/ Frontline Honors
14 — Free Vet Breakfast by Affinity

15 — Wing Night/Eagle Estates Mtg

16 — KC Bingo

18 — Club Supper

19 — Amer. Patriots Lunch/Mtg

20 — Sunday Supper/Supply Our Children
21 — Men’s E Board

22 — Wing Night

23 - KC Bingo

1 — Club Supper

3 — Sunday Supper

4 — Membership Meeting

5 - Wings

6 — KC Bingo

10 — 4™ Degree Poultry Bingo/Sunday
Supper

12 - Wings

13 - KC Bingo

14 — Burger Baskets

15 — Club Supper

16 — McDonough Wedding

17 — Camp Omega/No Sunday
Supper/Frontline Honors

19 — Wings

20 — KC Bingo

21 — Community Dinner

22 — SAL Burgers

23 — Community Cafe

1 —Toys for Tots Breakfast

2 — Membership Meeting

3 - Wings

4 — KC Bingo

6-8 — TFT Tourney/No Club Supper
10 - Wings

11 — Post Christmas Dinner/No Bingo
12 — Burger Baskets

17 — Wings

15 — Frontline Honors

15-18 — Toys for Tots/No Bingo

22 — Sunday Supper

24 — No Wings

25 — Merry Christmas

26 — Burger Baskets

29 — Sunday Supper

1 — Customer Appreciation Day 2:00 p.m.
1-5 - SECO Tourney/No Club Supper
5 — Sunday Supper

6 — Membership Meeting

7 - Wings

8 — KC Bingo

9 — Burger Baskets

10-12 — Sparkler Tourney

14 - Wings

15 - KC Bingo

17 — Club Supper

19 — Frontline Honors / Sunday Supper
21 - Wings

22 — Blood Drive/KC Bingo

23 — U of MN/Burger Baskets

26 — Benefit/Sunday Supper

24 — Epic Banquet/No Burger Basket 24 — Sunday Supper ; 28 - Wings
26 — Hortapp Wedding 26 - Wings 31 - No Wings 29 — KC Bingo
27 — S.A.L. Omelet Breakfast for A A.UW./ 25-26 — Hosp. Aux Sale
Sunday Supper 27 — KC Bingo
28 — Membership Dinner 28 — Burger Baskets
29 — Wing Night
30— KC Bingo
Burger Baskets,
WING TUESDAYS Chicken Strip, Shrimp or Philly Membership Dinner -
5:30 - 7:00 pm. Cheese Steak Baskets Sunday Suppers October 28
Bone-in 6 for $5, 14 for $10 5:00m - 7:00pm Clu D . |
3 e stmas -
Boneless 8 for $5, 18 for $10 Every 2M& 4 Thursday Gorerauc Sorvigs - Reacnabls Prses HHSHIAS mille t - ecembet
$15.00 for a 6-beer bucket 5‘3°p$r2 . g;)oolom

FrontLine Honors Ceremony

1:00pm — every 3 Sunday of the month.

We remember the fallen from the wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, and
Syria by reading all U.S. Service member names that were killed in
action over the course of the previous 30 days. In addition, we will
recognize our nation’s Colors with a formal dedication.
If you would like to have the flag fly over our Post in honor of a
Veteran or a family member on active duty, please inquire within.

Their sacrifice. Our honor.

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter
is available on our Website:

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org

If you have any specific recommendations for our Website, our Post, or any
general questions, please send a message to:
FbolL.egion43@hotmail.com

alive.

kin.

Did you know???
Through October 13t, the American Legion is flying the American flag in honor and recognition of the VFW
Last Man’s Club, WWI, WWII and Korea. The club was organized in 1957. It was to meet every year on August
14th in recognition of the WWII victory over Japan. It was to be held every year on that date until the last man

When the club was organized, they received two bottles: one from the European side (French Embassy) and
one from the Philippines, from the Philippine President in recognition of WWII sacrifices.
July 26, 1957

Washington,

The Embassy of France takes pleasure in. presenting this bottle of “Cognac” to the “Last Man’s Club”
sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Rice County Post 1562, of Faribault, Minnesota, in testimony of the
sincere and lasting friendship uniting the gallant sons of the United States to their French Comrades-in-Arms --
Philippine Inscription

In deference to your great Senator, the Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey, for whom the Philippines has the
highest regard and as a tribute to my fellow veterans of Rice County Post 1562, Veterans of Foreign Wars, this
bottle is inscribed with my best wishes.

Carlos P. Romulo

At the yearly meeting, they started with the Pledge of Allegiance, prayer, a meal and if any members were
deceased in the previous year there was a Resolution written in the memory of them and sent to the next of

At the meeting there was 20 seconds of silence, followed by Taps and a toast in recognition of all deceased
members. Then roll call was held, each name of the deceased was repeated three times. Minutes and financial
report from the previous year was read and old and new business was discussed. At the last and final
meeting, with one survivor it was decided to fly the Flag for 30 days above the American Legion Post 43 in



http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/

Faribault in honor and recognition of 116 Last Man’s members.
A Brief History of the VFW Last Man’s Club

The VFW Last Man’s Club, WWI, WWII and Korean War members was a unique organization. It was the
history of the United States and of the world. The Last Man’s members were Faribault and Rice County
residents. (One member was with Teddy Roosevelt at the Battle of San Juan Hill, Spanish/American War.)

WWI Last Man’s members fought trench warfare; the Marine Corps helped end WWI, fought in Argonne
Forest and Belleau Woods. That is where the German Kaiser called the Marines “Devil Dogs” (the name
stuck,).

WWII Europe and Pacific Theatres, we had one or more Last Mans member in every action. An example:
POW’s wounded in action and loss of limbs. From start to finish Faribault and Rice County men were in every
branch of service.

Korea: Faribault and Rice County Last Man’s members participated in parachute jump to cut off the enemy
that had allied forces backed up almost to the water’s edge of the Pusan Peninsula. We had members at
Chosin Reservoir when Chinese troops crossed over to join the North Korean Forces.

One Korean War Last Man’s veteran was in every cold war action that there was up until and including the
Cuban Missile Crisis.

This is not to be about war stories. This is about Freedom for America and the parts of the world that needed
help for freedom.

Annual meetings were not about war stories, it was paying tribute to each other and comradeships and
enjoying one another from year to year. We met to recognize any comrades we lost during the past year.

That is what the little town of Faribault, Minnesota has contributed to world history through the members of
our Last Man’s Club and a lot more residents of Faribault and Rice County that were not members of Last
Man’s. Faribault residents served before and after and continue to serve to this day!

Members of VFW Last Man’s Club WWI, WWII and Korean War, listed in order of their deaths beginning with
8/14 /58 through 8/10/19

Raymond Ziegler, Frank Gill, Roy Widman, George Anderson, Warben Savoie, James A. Roach, Leo O.
Smuda, Maurice VanThomme, James H. Caswell, Mark L. Tollefson, Clayton L. Gray, Emil F. Pavek, Charles
J. Mulliner, Ben A. Walderon, Wilfred Ulvenes, Francis Paquette, Joseph Hanlon, Forest Cole, John “Jack”
Kenney, Roy Winjum, Gus Virak, John E. Coughlin, Tom Matakis, Adeloard Tousignant, Henry L. Bruley,
Charles Carver, Otto Goertz, Dr. C.W. Rumpf, Stephen A. Kelley, Fred VanLear,, Lionel P. Perron, Andrew
Lampert, E.T. Van Horn, Joseph A. Kubes, Peter Schaftluber. Everett Brendemuehl, Leo Bruley, Kurt Hinz,
Donald Garry, Gordon Anderson, Joe Hruza, Roger Felix, Clarence Hoban, Russell Wilson, Robert B. Nelson,
Elmer A. Kuehn, Frank H. Miller, Donald E. Johnson, Harley Reveland, William Thiffault, Alano Blackmer,
Albert Frydenlund, Henry Schiks, Melvin Johnson, Louis LeMieux, Robert Meiller, Ruben Pommeranz, Willis
Fritz, Arlo D. Swanson, George DeCoux, Roger Mullenmeister, Arnold Flom, Norman Borth, Harold Ebel, A. H.
“Hank” Broin, Edwin J. Yarger, Robert L. Roberts, John Parker, Michael Spaetgens, Eldon J. Elthon, Roger A.
Johnson, Emil B. Volz, William B. Ollhoff, Alton J. Deney, Rolland P. Hoban, Robert Haugh Sr., Raymond D.
Gess, Edward Caron, Merlin Muenchow, Sam Upin, Merle Wright, Vernon Smith, Ray Flom,, Sylvester
Fiebiger, Arthur Struthers. Ordean Reveland, John E. Roell, William D. Miller, Mike Koutavas, Emil Kajer,
Leslie VanThomme, Raymond Delesha, Douglas Wolfe, Bernard A. Olson, Vincent J. Pluemer, Robert L.
Cashin, Earl W. Fritz, William “Bill” Harkins, Paul Moen, Carlyle Beaupre, Al Hallanger, Myron Gutknecht,
Don Aberle, Edward Beer, Melroy “Bud” Sunde, Richard Morgan, Robert “Bob” Cushman, Kenneth
VanThomme, Warren Chamberlain, Francis Pettipiece, Cyril Jandro, Dan Skluzacek, James R. Sheady, Ralph
Hunt, William Boosalis, last survivor George R. La Roche

Your membership is important to Post 43, if you have not paid your membership dues for 2020, please do so. Legion dues are
$40.00, Auxiliary dues are $30.00 and S.A.L. dues are $20.00. The membership dinner is October 28th. 5-6:00 social, dinner free
to paid up members, guests $10.00.
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Post 43 Officers
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1st Vice: Open
2nd Vice: Luverne Malecha
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Chaplain: Kirk Mansfield
Finance Officer: Jack Claeson

Executive Board Members:
Jim Cross, Charles Eastman, Will Marcum
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Chaplain: Bob Ernste

Sgt at Arms: Stew Schuenke




