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Greetings from the Commander’s Corner!
Greetings to all!

My name is Steve Walter and | am this years’ commander. | served in the Navy as an Aviation Electronics Technician stationed aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz CVN-68 from 1978-1982. | switched branches and joined the Air Force where | was stationed at Pope AFB as a SSGT 42370 Aircraft Electrical Systems Specialist from
1982-1986.

I hail from Woodbury, Minnesota where | raised my two sons and a daughter, | am proud to say two Marines and a Soldier before moving to Faribault, escaping
the craziness of the cities in hopes that | might live a more stress-free life. It has been a good change as it doesn’t take me two packed lunches and ten gallons of gas idling
at an endless sea of traffic lights just to travel one mile. HaHa

Today | am retired, but forced... | mean am willingly working for my wife as the General Manager of the Faribault UPS Store.

| would like to thank Mark Quinlan for serving his second term as Post Commander. As his first vice commander, | have learned a lot about the intricacies of how
the post is managed and | look forward to his guidance moving through my tenure while learning from other prior commanders.

Much has happened at our club over the past year. The floor and roof replacement were two major repairs, along with the myriad repairs and improvements
made to the club which are ongoing. If you would like to contribute with your skills in any way, please get in touch with any of us. We would love to have your help as the
tasks always seem to outweigh the available help to complete them.

I would also like to give a big thank you to all who have made our club the success that it is. It takes a LOT of work to keep a building this large moving ahead at full steam.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you need me.

Sincerely, Steve
The Faribault, MN American Legion Post 43 Commander

Hello Auxiliary Members,

Greetings from Mountain Home Air Force Base. My hope is for this year to be one filled with collaboration with the Legion in building a welcoming environment
for the community honoring Veterans and Active Duty personnel. Already there have been some minor changes, and | look forward to working with Commander Walter to
bring about a sense of Legion Family.

| would like to take this opportunity to share a bit about myself. My name is Gina Little. | am eligible for membership through my husband Edward (who served 25
years in the MN National Guard) and also my grandfather Kenneth Sprung who served in the United States Army (passed away in 1954). Ed and | have been married for 40
years and have four grown children. Amanda and husband Chad live in Kenyon with two boys Ethan and Caden. Nathan and wife Hailie live on base with their two children
Brystal and Juddson. Kenny and fiancé Samantha live in Faribault and are often with us at the Legion for meals. Marybeth and fiancé Logan reside in Brandon SD. Family is
important to me so my desire to engage our community in Legion Family energy comes naturally. Serving Military Families has been in my blood since meeting Ed.

One of the first things on my list is to formalize our committee chairwomen. | would like to establish committees that will report to the membership on a monthly
basis (or as needed). We have come so far in the time we have served Faribault Veterans and as we see younger veterans coming home, we need to be reaching them
with updated techniques and activities. Please look forward to a year filled with energy and celebration. | hope to see all you Auxiliary Members on September 9th at
6:30pm for our meeting. By the way, join me for dinner at the Legion before our meeting, they are serving commercial dinners.

Reminder to Auxiliary Members to turn in your volunteer hours before the meeting for an opportunity for your name to be drawn for a gift certificate. | will be
drawing for July and August. So, you have to have volunteered during those two months to be eligible. Enjoy the rest of summer and have a safe Labor Day weekend.

In unity,
Gina Little, President Unit 43

Sons of the American Legion, Stew Schuenke, Commander

We have omelet breakfasts coming up on September 15 for Troop 306, October 13 for Rescue 55021, and October 27 for AAUW. | need SAL help on all three events. And
we would like to see everyone come and enjoy the breakfasts and help these three organizations meet their goals.

The following is a story from one of our Legion veterans:

| was assigned as an Explosive Breacher to 5th Forced Reconnaissance out of Okinawa Japan. We were on a training evolution in Hawaii doing a jump, dive, and
patrolling package over a one-month time frame. On the particular night in question, we were doing static line combat equipment jumps out of the back ramps of CH53
Super Stallion Helicopters. We had full gear, weapons, and mountain ruck sacks with frames, which are larger than conventional rucks, that infantry might patrol with. As
previously mentioned, it was at night, total dark conditions, and were jumping in predesignated landing zones illuminated phosphorescently to give us a bearing on where
it was safe to land, as the terrain otherwise was mountainous with heavy vegetation.

As | jumped out of the helicopter, | felt the pull on my chute and risers indicating to me that the chute had opened. The particular shoots we were using had
steering toggles on them in order to guide our descent to aid in hitting the landing zone. | was descending rapidly and observed the illuminated T in the drop zone, which
was used to give us wind direction for landing because you always wanted to land with the wind in your face so you wouldn't hit the ground at a greater speed with wind
pushing you from behind. This procedure helped to ensure a "softer" landing, thus reducing the probability of injury upon impact. The first realization that there was an
issue was when | reached up to pull on my toggle to steer to the landing zone during my descent and was holding it my hand as it appeared to be completely detached. |
then looked up to check my canopy and, in the darkness, it appeared that the broken steering toggle line may have fouled my lines and affected the canopies capacity to
fully open. Of course, all of this was occurring in nano seconds as | continued a rapid descent that | now questioned as being "normal". | had to make a split-second
decision and opted to deploy my reserve chute. As trained, | pulled on the reserve shoot release and helped throw my reserve chute in the direction of my spin. At that
moment the reserve chute opened and slightly slowed my descent. | then checked to see how far | had descended and saw the jungle canopy rapidly approaching. Having
two chutes out, | lost the ability to be able to steer during my descent, so now as they say | was just along for the ride. Luckily, as | had previously mentioned we were
jumping with full mountain rucks which was on our chest abdomen area and weapons strapped to our sides in a weapons bag that ran from our armpits on down our leg
to our ankle area. There was a 150-foot lowering line on our rucks so that we could release them just prior to impact, around 200 feet depending on terrain, and the ruck
would drop down and lighten our load, as it were, making us lighter upon impact. As fate would have it, and much to my benefit it turned out, | had not had any time to
lower my mountain ruck and it was still strapped my chest and abdomen area. | took one last look and saw that | was going to impact the treetops at any moment and
balled up trying to protect my head, face, and extremities. | hit hard and was breaking brush in the trees, snapping limbs and otherwise being slowed by the canopy and
brush until | finally came to rest hanging in the tree. It was pitch dark and as | dangled there in my harness trying to assess if | was still alive, lol, or hurt | came to realize
that | thought | may be okay. At that point my eyes started to adjust to the total darkness and realized that just off to my left was a very steep descent off a cliff that |
didn't go over due to the trees catching me. | then heard other Marines from my unit breaking brush and trying to get to me as rapidly as possible. They were calling out
my team name which was "Swede" and | called out so they could find me. Once they arrived, they asked if | was OK and | said | thought so, so | then dropped my lowering
line on my ruck so it could fall, unlatched my parachute harness, and slid down lowering line to the ground. They then pulled my chute out of the trees for the
investigation that was sure to follow and we walked out of the jungle to the waiting trucks for me to get checked out. | met with my company officer and told him the
story and the investigation revealed that my steering toggle with line was indeed detached and the fact my reserve shoot inflated indicated that | had indeed had a near
miss accident and had acted appropriately by not panicking.

In true Marine Corps., or perhaps Cowboy fashion, they put me right back on the proverbial horse the very next day; after determining | was full duty, and | jumped again.
This time hitting the landing zone as planned and being met by an entire unit full of cheering Marines congratulating me on the jump, as | had then completed enough
jumps to qualify for my gold jump wings. | have no doubt that night as well as previous events in my life as a Marine and Police Officer that God was looking out for me
and blessing me with another day with friends and family. That as Paul Harvey would say is the, "Rest of the Story." This was an “adventure” of Randy Nordstrom,
Gambling Manager Post 43

If you or a veteran friend has an interesting story to share, please send it to Candy Braun, Auxiliary Secretary.
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Post, SAL & Unit 43 Announcements:

Beqginning Sept 2, the legion hours change:

Fall/Winter Hours

Mon. — Fri: 3 to 8 pm or later
Happy Hour 3 - 6 pm $3 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks

Sat.: 10 am to 8 pm or later
Happy Hour 10 am - 12 pm $3 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks

Sun: 10 am to 8 pm or later
Happy Hour ALL-DAY $2.50 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks

Sunday's during the Vikings Football games we will
be having a Potluck "Everyone bring a dish"

Everyone should have received their dues notification by now.

Please remit your dues payment to Ed Little (Legion $40.00), Jeannie

Michaels (Auxiliary $40.00) or Bob Johnson (S.A.L. $25.00)

October Fest — October 18th
Legion Fund Raiser for Hall Improvements
German Potato Salad, brats, etc.
Meat raffles, silent auctions
Music

VETERANS IN CRISIS — Treating the

Unique Needs of Those Who Served
Thursday, September 26%, 2024
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

The Post 43 WatchWord newsletter is available on the
Legion Website: www.mnlegionpost43.org If you have

any specific recommendations for our Website, our Post,

or any general questions, please send a message to:
faribaultlegion43@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
2-5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Turkey 1-Wings 1 - Friday Supper 1 - Vikings Football “Potluck”
Commercial or Swedish Meatballs 2 —KC Bingo 2 — Euchre / Cornhole 3:00 PM 2—-5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Turkey

3 - Wings

4 —KC Bingo

6 — Friday Supper / 328 Ordinance Last
Man’s

7 — Euchre

8 — Vikings Football “Potluck”

9-6:30 PM - Auxiliary & Post
Membership Mtg

10- Wings / DAV Mtg 6:30 PM

11 - KC Bingo

12 — Burger Night

13 — Cornhole 7:00 PM

15 — SAL Omelet Brkfst for Troop 306 /
Vikings Football “Potluck” /
1:00 PM - FrontLine Honors

16 -5:30 PM - 7:00 PM Beef
Commercial or Swedish Meatballs /
6:30 PM - Auxiliary & Post Exec. Mtg

17 — Wings

18 — Kwik Trip / KC Bingo

19 — Kwik Trip

20 — Friday Supper / Cornhole 7:00 PM

21 - Euchre

22 — Vikings Football “Potluck”

23 —Red Cross 11:30 AM - 5:30 PM

24 — Wings

25 - KC Bingo

26 —4:00 PM - 6:00 PM - Veterans in
Crisis Seminar / Burger Night

27 — Chicken Dinner / Reception set-up

28 — Reception

29 — Vikings Football “Potluck”

3-11:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Class of
59 /Burger Night

4 — Friday Supper

5 — Euchre / Pregnancy Options

6 — Vikings Football “Potluck”

7 —5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Turkey
Commercial or Swedish
Meatballs / 6:30 PM - Auxiliary
& Post Membership Mtg

8 — Wings / DAV Mtg 6:30 PM

9 —KC Bingo

10 — Burger Night

12 — Reception

13 — Brkfst & Bingo for Rescue
55021

15 — Wings

16 —KC Bingo

17 — Burger Night

18 — Friday Supper

19 — Euchre / 100" Birthday for
May Bottke

20 - Vikings Football “Potluck”/
1:00 PM - FrontLine Honors

21-5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Beef
Commercial or Swedish
Meatballs / 6:30 PM - Auxiliary
& Post Exec. Mtg

22 —Wings

23 - KC Bingo

24 — Burger Night

25 — Chicken Dinner

26 — Cornhole 3:00 PM

27 — AAUW Brkfst

28 — Membership Dinner / Rice
Co 4H Exchange

29 - Wings

30 - KC Bingo

31— Burger Night

3 —Vikings Football “Potluck”

4 —5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Turkey
Commercial or Swedish
Meatballs / 6:30 PM - Auxiliary
& Post Membership Mtg

5 —-Wings

6 — KC Bingo

7 — Burger Night

9 — Cornhole 3:00 PM

10 - Vikings Football “Potluck”

12 — Wings / DAV mtg 6:30 PM

13 — Kwik Trip / KC Bingo

14 — Kwik Trip / Burger Night

15 — Friday Supper

16 — Euchre / Cornhole 3:00 PM

17 — KC 4" Degree Poultry Bingo /
Vikings Football “Potluck” /
1:00 PM - FrontLine Honors

18 —5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Beef
Commercial or Swedish
Meatballs / 6:30 PM - Auxiliary
& Post Exec. Mtg

19 — Wings

20 - KC Bingo

21 — Burger Night/AG Luncheon
Fbo Chamber

22 —5:00 PM - Chicken Dinner

23 —Cornhole 3:00 PM

24 —Viking Football “Potluck”

26 — Wings

27 — KC Bingo

28 — Thanksgiving Day - CLOSED

30 — Euchre / Cornhole 3:00 PM

Commercial or Swedish
Meatballs / 6:30 PM - Auxiliary
& Post Membership Mtg

3 —Wings

4 —KC Bingo

5 — Burger Night

6 — Friday Supper

7 — Crafters Market

8 — Vikings Football “Potluck”

9 — Legion Christmas Dinner /
Rice Co 4H X-Change

10 — Wings / DAV Mtg 6:30pm

11 - KC Bingo

12 — Burger Night

13-14 - Toys for Tots Pool
Tournament

15-1:00 PM - FrontLine Honors

16 -5:30 PM - 7:00 PM - Beef
Commercial or Swedish
Meatballs / 6:30 PM - Auxiliary
& Post Exec. Mtg

17 — Wings

18 — KC Bingo

19 — Burger Night

20 — Friday Supper

21 - Cornhole 3:00 PM

22 — Vikings Football “Potluck”

24 — Wings

25 — Christmas Day - CLOSED

26 — Burger Night

27 —5:00 PM - Chicken Dinner

28 — Euchre / Cornhole 3:00 PM

FrontLine Honors Ceremony
1:00pm — every 3™ Sunday of the month.

We remember the fallen by reading all U.S. Service member names that were killed in action or have died as a result of their military service

over the course of the previous 30 days. In addition, we will recognize our nation’s Colors with a formal dedication. If you would like to have

the flag fly over Post 43 in honor of any Veteran, alive or deceased, or a family member currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, please
Their sacrifice. Our honor.

inquire within.

** Beginning in October every Thursday will be Burger Night **

Changes to Food Service

*Wings will be available every Tuesday *

***Turkey Commercial or Swedish Meatballs offered on 1st Mondays

and Beef Commercials or Swedish Meatballs on the 3rd Mondays

through fall and winter ***
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Dave Cram, Ed Little, Luverne Malecha, John
McDonough, Fred Minick, Jim Nielsen, Mark
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