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Post 43 Commander 
Greetings from the Commander’s Corner! 

Major changes have been happening here at 
Post 43 since my last update. And so, I am asking 
for volunteer help from all who are able or 
desire to help the club as it continues to grow at 
such a rapid pace. General maintenance such as 
lawn care, minor repairs, etc., utilizing whatever 
skill set you may have and whatever amount of 
time you are willing to give to the club. Any 
amount of time is appreciated by all, just get in 
touch with me, Jill, or Jim. Thank you in advance!  

Jill Manahan…what can we say about Jill? Jill is a 
leader. She is involved in and is a major part of 
pretty much every aspect of the growth that the 
Club has been experiencing recently, and along 
with everyone else, whose names are too 
numerous to list, from kitchen staff and kitchen 
volunteers to building maintenance, grounds 
maintenance crew, Gambling, Events/sound and 
lighting, bar staff, the Auxiliary, Sons of the 
American Legion, and I apologize if I left anyone 
out. Thank you all for the stellar year you all 
have worked so hard to achieve! 

Soon, my year as Commander will be ending and 
we will have a new Commander who has great 
ideas for continuing the Club’s growth and we 
are excited to work beside the new Commander 
and keep the growth trend going. 

Volunteers with great ideas are always needed 
so if you would like to be a part of something fun 
and enriching or simply want to find out more 
about the exciting things happening here, get in 
touch with anyone at the club and let them 
know. 

As I mentioned in my last letter, the Auxiliary is 
moving at full speed ahead in generating capital 
for the hall’s renovation projects from donations 
as well as selling placemat ads for local 
businesses, working with Pat Walter to get the 
artwork and printing done. Contact the club 
(507) 334-8784 or  

Pat Walter, pataalbers@gmail.com if you would 
like a low-cost placemat ad for your business. 
100% of your placemat ad fee goes toward 
renovation of the Hall. 

Proudly serving you, Steve Walter 
Commander, American Legion Post 43 

 

 

Unit #43 Auxiliary 
Hello Auxiliary Members, 
As I write this piece for the Watchword I am 
sitting in front of the wall of Past Commanders 
and Past Presidents. Each of these individuals 
were called to be in a place of leadership in their 
family, their community and for some the 
military. These individuals each come with a 
story of life and have been called into leadership 
within the American Legion family. I am early for 
a Central Vets meeting to plan the Memorial Day 
events. Memorial Day is so often equated with 
grilling, camping and being with family and 
friends. Memorial Day  is a day to remember and 
to honor. I hope to see each of you at 
the courthouse at 9am for the ceremony there. 
The parade runs Central Ave at 10am, ending at 
Central Park for a service, with lunch and a 
drawing at the Legion afterwards. I am 
empowered and inspired by the individuals who 
will join me at this table to plan. The courage, 
the dedication, the willingness to put everything 
aside to honor and remember. Reflecting that 
my year as President is drawing to a close, I am 
in awe of all I have learned this year. I have so 
many cherished memories. Some of my favorites 
are watching the hall fill with patrons for 
Oktoberfest, January Thaw, and the Spring Fling. 
Joy was overflowing as I heard many times, "this 
is like the old days" and "this is incredible, we 
need to do this more often." Mission 
accomplished. When I began my year as 
President it was my heartfelt desire to bring 
Legionnaires, Auxiliary and SAL families together. 
I am so very thankful to each of you for the 
success of this year. The Auxiliary documented 
approximately 10,000 hours of volunteering for 
veterans and in our community. These ladies are 
amazing. Please continue to come support our 
Legion as we continue to move forward. Have a 
great summer and again I hope to see you on 
Memorial Day. 
In Service, Gina Little, Auxiliary President 
__________________________________ 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron #43 

Well, everyone, once again May is here, which is 
my favorite time of the year.  Yep, you guessed it 
–  by the time you read this, Fishing Opener will 
have come and gone.  There are other activities 
for us to attend, Camping, Graduations, Family 
Gatherings, and vacations.   With many ways we 
can celebrate our country, our Armed Forces, 
and veterans, with Memorial Day, Flag Day, 
Fourth of July and more.  Enjoy your time 
together this summer. 
During the summer months there will not be any 
SAL breakfast scheduled.  Please feel free to 
contact Post 43 in the fall to set up your time for 
the SAL Breakfast Benefit for your club or 
organizations. 
Have a safe and fun filled summer. 
Respectfully, 
Stew Schuenke 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/93/AmerLegion_color_Emblem.jpg


 

All dates below are subject to change, please visit your Post for current function dates 

JUNE JULY AUGUST 

2 – Taco Night 5:30-7pm  

– 6:30pm Post & Aux 

Membership Mtg/Installation of 

Officers 

3 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm / Kwik 

Trip 

4 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

5 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

6 – Friday Supper 5:00-7pm 

– Past Commander’s Dinner 

– Steve and Steve LIVE MUSIC 

7-9pm 

7 – Cornhole 3:00pm 

8 – Legionville – Depart for 

Camp / Lunch 11:30-Noon 

10 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

11 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

12 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

14 – Flag Day Retirement 

Ceremony 

– Cornhole 3:00pm 

15 – 1:00pm FrontLine Honors /  

- Happy Father’s Day! 

16 – Taco Night 5:30-7pm / Post 

& Aux Exec Mtg 6:30pm 

17 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

18 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

19 – Korean Last Man’s 

Luncheon – Noon 

– Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

20 – Friday Supper 5:00-7pm 

21 – Beach Bash –Tropical 2’s 

LIVE MUSIC 

24 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

25 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

26 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-

7pm 

28 – All day Benefit w/ Silent 

Auction 

1 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

2 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

3 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

4 – Friday Supper 5:00-7pm / 

Happy Birthday, American! 

7 – Taco Night 5:30-7pm  

– 6:30pm Post Membership 

Mtg 

8 – Wings 5:30-7pm 

9 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

10 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

13 – Hope Center – Tour of 

Tables 

15 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

16 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

17 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

18 – Friday Supper 5:00-7:00pm 

19 – Class of 1970 

20 – 1:00pm FrontLine Honors 

21 – Taco Night 5:30-7pm / 

6:30pm Post Exec Mtg 

22 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

23 – Kwik Trip 

24 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

– Kwik Trip 

29 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

30 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

31 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

 

NO AUXILIARY MEETINGS –  

JULY and AUGUST 

1 – Friday Supper 5:00-7:00pm 

4 – Taco Night 5:30-7pm  

– 6:30pm Post Membership 

5 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

6 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

7 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

12 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

13 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

14 – Lifeline Screening /  

– Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

15 – Friday Supper 5:00-7:00pm 

17 – 1:00pm FrontLine Honors 

18 – Taco Night 5:30-7pm / 

6:30pm Post Exec Mtg 

19 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

20 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

21 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

26 – Wing Night 5:30-7pm 

27 – KC Bingo 6:00pm 

28 – Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

 

NO AUXILIARY MEETINGS –  

JULY and AUGUST 

 

FrontLine Honors Ceremony 

1:00pm – every 3rd Sunday of the month. 

We remember the fallen by reading all U.S. Service member names that were killed in action or have 

died because of their military service over the course of the previous 30 days.  In addition, we will 

recognize our nation’s Colors with a formal dedication.  If you would like to have the flag fly over Post 

43 in honor of any Veteran, alive or deceased, or a family member currently serving in the U.S. Armed 

Forces, please inquire within. 

Their sacrifice.  Our honor. 

 

Come on in, we’re open! 

Monday – Friday 11 AM to 8 PM or later 

Happy Hour Specials  $3 Tap & Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks 

Saturday 10 AM to 8 PM or later 

Sunday 10 AM to 8 PM or later 
Happy Hour ALL-DAY $2.50 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks 



Post, SAL & Unit 43 Announcements: 

Everyone should have received their dues notification by now.  Please remit your 

dues payment to Ed Little (Legion $50.00), Jeannie Michaels (Auxiliary $40.00) or 

Bob Johnson (S.A.L. $25.00) 

 

**Wing Night** 

Every Tuesday – 5:30-7:00pm 

 

**Burger/Philly Night Every Thursday -  – 5:30-7:00pm** 

 

The Post 43 WatchWord newsletter is available on the Legion Website:  www.mnlegionpost43.org  

If you have any specific recommendations for our Website, our Post, or any general questions, 

please send a message to: faribaultlegion43@gmail.com 

 

Memorial Day 2025 

Monday, May 26th, 2025 

• 9:00 AM Ceremony at the Rice County Veterans Memorial 

• 10:00 AM – Memorial Day Parade – Central Ave – Central Park 

• 11:00 AM – Memorial Day Program – Central Park 

• 12:00 PM – Luncheon at American Legion Post 43 

• 2:00 PM – Shieldsville Veterans Memorial Ceremony 
 

 
 

 
Rice County Veterans Memorial 

• 2007 was the beginning of the 
planning phase for the Memorial 

• There are 907 Veteran paver stones 
at the Memorial 

o Of these 907: 
▪ 57 are Purple Heart 

recipients 
▪ 5 are Silver Star recipients 
▪ 36 are Bronze Star 

recipients 
▪ 32 were Killed in Action 
▪ 4 were POWs 
▪ 71 pavers are for Veterans 

who served during the Civil 
War 

▪ 11 are World War I Veterans 
▪ 200 are World War II 

Veterans 
▪ 114 are Korean Veterans 
▪ 119 are dedicated to 

Veterans who served in 
Vietnam 

▪ 5 served in World War II, 
Korea, and Vietnam 

▪ 16 served in Iraq and/or 
Afghanistan 

 
▪ 479 are U.S. Army Veterans 
▪ 176 are U.S. Navy Veterans 
▪ 88 are U.S. Air Force Veterans 
▪ 43 are U.S. Marine Corps 

Veterans 
▪ 2 are U.S. Coast Guard 

Veterans 
 

All 907 took an oath, and along with their 

families, they sacrificed for your 

country. 

 

THANK YOU, VETERANS! 

 

If you are interested in placing a paver stone at 

the Memorial, for more details, contact a 

member of American Legion Post 43 or go to: 

https://ricecountymemorial.org/ 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/
mailto:faribaultlegion43@gmail.com
https://ricecountymemorial.org/


 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 43  

112 NE 5th St. 

Faribault, MN 55021 

Tel. (507) 334-8784 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: John Haessig 

1st Vice: Ron Jameson 

2nd Vice: Dave Smith 

Adjutant: Ed Little 

Chaplain: Glen Wegner 

Finance Officer: Jim Douda 

Sgt at Arms: Bob Flom 

Past Commander: Steve Walter 

 

Executive Board Members:  

Mike Cook, Dave Cram, Bob Flom, Kirk Mansfield,  

John McDonough, Dan Rasmussen, Glen Wegner 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 

Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Stew Schuenke 

1st Vice: 

Adjutant: Jim Douda 

Treasurer:  

Chaplain:  Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Jim Douda 

President: Gina Little 

1st Vice: Kayleen Caron 

2nd Vice: Open 

Secretary: Pat Walter 

Treasurer: Candy Braun 

Sgt at Arms: Judy Lee, Mary Lillquist  

Chaplain: Kathy Larson 

Historian: Kathy Larson 

Executive Committee Members: 

Jeanette Hammond, Jeannie Michels 

 

       


