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Post 43 Commander 
  Exciting changes are happening at Post 43. 

  We welcome our new Club Manager, Jill Manahan! Jill reports directly to the Executive 

Board and manages the bar, kitchen, and general club operations. Jills’ extensive club 

management experience has already been of great benefit as she brings with her a fresh and 

energetic approach to the growth of our club. To say that Jill has hit the ground running 

would be a gross understatement! 

Concerning the three additional committees I formed at the beginning of my term, their 

enthusiasm and commitment to growing the club has been nothing short of stellar! Contact 

me if you would like to join a committee and I will put you in touch with one of them. 

Those committees are: 

• Publicity and Marketing Committee 

• Building Maintenance and Grounds Upkeep Committee 

• House and Events Committee 

  As some small town American Legion Posts are closing their doors permanently or are 

barely hanging on, National recognizes the negative trend of lower club memberships and 

has now allowed American Legion Posts the opportunity to open their doors to the public 

if they so choose. 

  Recognizing the potential benefits that I envision in doing so, the ballroom is now open to 

the public! I saw opening the ballroom to the public as an opportunity to bring in events 

that would be of interest to families in the community, dispelling the perception that our 

club is just an “old veteran’s bar” with the goal of appealing to younger families in our 

community who may have veteran family members, and possibly acquiring new members. 

  As far as the front bar is concerned, at this time in our growth we cannot afford the high 

cost of licensing that bar to allow it to be open to the public. Until we can do so the front 

bar will remain open as always, to members and their guests. 

  Events held in the club’s ballroom are separate from the bar and fall under a different set 

of rules as I understand it. Events or parties such as: Wedding Receptions, Corporate 

Parties, Dances, Pool Tournaments, Cornhole, etc., can utilize the bar in the ballroom, 

tended by club staff.   Please feel free to contact me with any questions concerning this 

issue. 

  As I mentioned in my last letter, the Auxiliary is moving at full speed ahead in generating 

capital for the hall’s renovation projects from donations as well as selling placemat ads for 

local businesses, working with Pat Walter to get the artwork and printing done. Contact the 

club (507) 334-8784 or Pat Walter, pataalbers@gmail.com if you would like a low-cost 

placemat ad for your business. 

  The Auxiliary is heading up the following revitalization projects. Please thank them when 

you see them. 

1. Vinyl dining hall table coverings (completed) 

2. Local business placemat advertising (on-going) 

3. Replacing the entire ceiling in the hall 

4. Removing the dated mirrors and painting the walls in the hall (in progress) 

5. Replacing the “roller rink” wall sconce light fixtures with modern wall sconces in 

the Hall. (in progress) 

6. Dimmable “Edison” style LED bulbs and pendant lights throughout the hall 

  Sound system, new hall speakers, and more 

  Mentioning again that many local businesses are placing ads on the Clubs’ placemats to 

be seen by hundreds of people weekly. If you have a business or know of a business that 

would like to advertise on our placemats for a very reasonable fee, call the Club and let us 

know! We would love to help your business grow. 

  Our kitchen is busy! Chef Nicole and her kitchen helpers have increased the meal offerings 

at the club. As restaurants have raised prices to an astronomical level, the club continues to 

have outstanding menu offerings at very reasonable prices. Check the calendar of events 

for the dining options and I’ll see you there! Again, we are open to the public! Club 

membership is not required so let your friends know to get to the club early to beat the rush 

for an awesome meal. 

  More upgrades to the hall as well as the bar area are being planned so stay tuned for 

updates! 

  Don’t forget to check our calendar of events and dining menus scheduled by our awesome 

Chef Nicole and her kitchen crew. 

  Please be aware of our need for volunteers as help is needed for club activities. Volunteers 

are always in short supply and are even needed more now as our club continues to grow. 

Your skills, no matter what they are, are badly needed. 

  You have friends here who really need your help, not to mention it’s just a lot of fun 

working together with old friends, building new friendships, and simply being involved 

with a great club. 

  As I sit here thinking of how I should wrap this up, I will say first and foremost I am 

proud to be part of an organization that shares my excitement for working together for 

the betterment of our fellow veterans, their families, and the community in which we 

live. Thank you all for the support you give to our post! Together we will make Post 43 

the benchmark for other clubs to follow. 

*Please feel free to contact me (507) 508-0397 or any of the club’s leaders and let them 

know how we are doing as well as letting us know if you would like to get involved. 

Proudly serving you, Steve Walter 

Commander, American Legion Post 43 

__________________________________ 

Unit #43 Auxiliary 
Hello Auxiliary Members, 
  It has been an honor to serve this year. Being halfway through my presidential term I 
am in awe.  My dream was to see the Legion be a family, to help bring awareness to our 
club and more importantly to honor all who have served in the United States military 
branches--past, present, and future.  Those dreams have been displayed on many levels. 
  The building upgrade has been the Commander’s Project, and we have stood beside 
him, honoring the legacy it will provide.  There have been many activities like 
Oktoberfest with live music and the January Thaw—Sock Hop, Valentine’s Day Prime 
Rib Dinner with desserts for purchase.  During these special events I have witnessed a 
team of energetic people all rallying together to make our Legion stand out.  The 
amount of pure joy I have witnessed at these events makes my heart leap with joy as 
the Legion Family is alive and in action. There are other activities planned in the coming 
months, and I hope you will come and share in the celebrations of being a family—even 
with our brokenness we can come together, support and encourage each other. Friday 
evening at the Valentines Dinner was a direct sighting of Legion family working 
together.  The Auxiliary, along with the Legionnaires and Sons of the Legion were the 
wait staff for the evening.   
  We will have the Legion Birthday Dinner on March 10th.  We also have the honor of 
hosting the National Commander on March 26th.  We have the opportunity to shine as 
a Legion family.  I encourage you to come and share this experience. 
  Lastly, I just want to say that every time I look at the board on the wall and I see the 
names of veterans who passed to a place of peace, I wonder, what is their story?  On 
Friday some of the auxiliary members attended the service of a female veteran.  I 
wonder what her story was.  There is valuable information in knowing the story. Let’s 
all get out of the covers of our own book and hear and value the stories of others.  We 
can gain much knowledge and awareness if we make the time.  Much love to you all. 
Hope to see you at the club. 
Gina Little, Auxiliary President 
__________________________________ 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron #43 

Hello,  
  2025 has arrived with new faces at the club. The SAL would like to welcome Jill 
Manahan as the new manager of Post 43. She has brought new and exciting ideas to 
the club in the two short months she has been here. Welcome Jill! 
  The SAL omelet breakfasts are going well, and I can’t thank you enough for the great 
crew that has been volunteering their time to make the events go smoothly. We are 
getting concerned of the price of eggs going up and hope we do not have to raise the 
prices for breakfast. I remember paying a $1.00 a dozen which seems to have been only 
a few years ago.   Last year we added new deep fryers to the kitchen, and we are so 
grateful for the Club helping us out on this.  It sure has made a difference. 
  We welcome new ideas for breakfast that the S.A.L. can do. So please let me or Jill if 
you come up with an idea for this. 
Respectfully, Stew Schuenke, Commander 

 

Conversation with a Veteran,  

  I had the pleasure of interviewing Lynn Freebe who was enlisted in the Navy, starting out in Seattle where she said she had many boyfriends because she was the payroll clerk.  Lynn left 
the military for a while when she married and had three sons, Shawn, Heath, and Wendell.  She re-enlisted again later for a short term and was discharged in1991.  Her three sons all enlisted 
in the military, and she has one granddaughter who is in the military as well.  Lynn’s ex-husband served in Vietnam and passed away from complications of agent orange and one son that 
served in Desert Storm suffers from PTSD. She is aware of the challenges that can arise from defending our country. 

  Lynn was from Eagan originally and said she had “some disciplinary issues” and was enrolled at Ruth’s School for Girls in Seattle where she was awarded her high school diploma and started 
her Navy career. 

  I asked how she arrived in the Faribault area. She said she visited her sister Shirley and discovered she had qualified for a home at Heritage House, where she has lived for nine years. 

  In between her military stints, Lynn owned and operated a laundry mat and after that owned and operated a day care center which she absolutely loved.  She loved all the little tikes that 
came to her center. Lynn does a lot of adult coloring pages, loves to paint ceramic figures, she is surrounded by her works and pictures of animals of all kinds but favors horses. 

  As I looked around her room, I noticed her power wheelchair and I asked her if she is able to get around ok and to my surprise she says “oh, yes, Larry (another resident) and I go everywhere 
in our scooters.  They have gone as far as our Legion, all through town with trips to Walgreen’s, grocery stores and they take trips on the bike/walking trails that head west out of Faribault. 
First, I was amazed that they got safely across the intersection of 7th Street and Old Lyndale and then she floored me when she said that they motor all the way to Warsaw! She assured me 
that they take their cell phones with them in case they run into any trouble, and they call in to let the staff know where they are at. 

  This gal has so much zest for life and enjoys people, loves spinach lasagna and strawberry fluff salad.  When asked what she wishes for others is that they shouldn’t take love for granted 
and enjoy life to the fullest.  Join the military and see the country. 

  My interview with Lynn was so meaningful to me and I think we could all just take an hour out of our lives to talk, keep company, send a “thinking of you” card, run errands, be a friend to 
a veteran. We don’t need to talk about their military service if it’s painful to them but just to let them know that we still care…we owe them that much.   Submitted by Candy Braun, Unit 43 
Secretary, and a member of the Past Presidents’ Parley  

  If you or a veteran friend has an interesting story to share, please send it to Candy Braun. 
 
 
 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/93/AmerLegion_color_Emblem.jpg


Post, SAL & Unit 43 Announcements: 

Everyone should have received their dues notification by now.  Please remit your dues payment to Ed Little (Legion $40.00), Jeannie Michaels 

(Auxiliary $40.00) or Bob Johnson (S.A.L. $25.00) 

 

AUXILIARY SPRING LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER 

March 22, 2025 - Noon 

Salads, Soups, Breads, and Butters - Drawings and Door Prizes 

Guest Speaker - Anne Pleskonko for “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” 

Tickets are now on sale at the Legion and must be purchased by March 14. 

Funds from this event are used to assist programs for children and youth, such as Girls’ State, Legionville, Brain Science Foundation, Americanism, 

and Community Service projects 

 

POPPY DAYS  MAY 21 & 22, 2025 

Auxiliary women made their own poppies this year…over 3000 of them!  Ladies will be out at several locations these two days passing out the poppies 

to all who wish to have one in remembrance of those who have died in war or terrorism. Funds raised are used solely for veterans locally and to other 

veteran “projects” primarily in Minnesota. 

 
If you have questions regarding the Salad Luncheon contact Candy Braun 507-330-4883, for the Poppy Fundraiser contact Jeanette Hammond 507-

412-3828. If you wish to donate, please make checks payable to: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 43, 112 NE 5th St, Faribault, Mn.  55021 

 
SPRING FLING AT THE FARIBAULT AMERICAN LEGION 

Come for supper and join the fun dancing to the  “OLD COUNTRY BOYS” 

Friday, April 18, 7:00 PM -10:00 PM 

 
*Wings - Wings 

March & April - Every Tuesday, See calendar for May & June dates 

 

** Burger/Philly Night 2nd and 4th Thursdays ** 

 

COMMERCIAL SUPPERS WILL ONLY BE OFFERED DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH  

AND THEN WILL START AGAIN IN THE FALL 

***Turkey Commercial or Swedish Meatballs offered on March 3rd 

Ruben  & Mulligan Stew - 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM on March 17th 

The Post 43 WatchWord newsletter is available on the Legion Website:  www.mnlegionpost43.org  If you have any specific recommendations for our Website, our Post, or any 

general questions, please send a message to: faribaultlegion43@gmail.com 

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE 

1 - Cornhole 3pm. 

3 - 6:30 Post & Aux Membership 

Mtg/Turkey Commercial/Swedish 

Meatballs 5:30-7pm 

4 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

5 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

6 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

7 - Friday Supper & Fish Fry 5:30-7pm-3:30 

8 - Ducks Unlimited Bingo 11:30 / Euchre 

11am 

9 - SAL Omelet Breakfast for Holy Smokes 

8:00-noon 

10 - 106th Legion Birthday Dinner 5:00 

social, 6:00 dinner 

11 - Wings 5:30-7/DAV Mtg, Social 6:00-

Mtg 6:30pm 

12 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

13 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

14 - Fish Fry 5:30-7pm 

15 - Cornhole Tournament 12:00pm 

16 - 1:00pm FrontLine Honors 

17 - Post&Aux Exec Mtg 6:30pm/Ruben  & 

Mulligan Stew 5:30-7pm 

18 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

19 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

20 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

21 - Friday Supper & Fish Fry 5:30-

7pm/Salad Luncheon Set-up 

22 - Aux. Salad Luncheon noon/Euchre 

11:00am./Cornhole 4:00pm 

23 - SAL Omelet Breakfast for Rescue 

55021 8:00-noon 

25 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

26 - Nat’l Commander Dinner 5:00pm 

Social, 6:00pm Dinner 

27 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

28 - Fish Fry 5:30-7pm. 

31 - Red Cross Blood Drive 11:30-5:30pm. 

1 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

2 - KC Bingo 6:00pm. 

3 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

4 - 6 - City Wide Pool Tournament 

5 - Euchre 11:00am. 

6 - Youth Pool noon 

7 - 6:30 Post & Aux Membership Mtg 

8 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

9 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

10 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

11 - Friday Supper Steak & Fish Fry 5:00-

7pm 

12 - Cornhole 3:00pm 

13 - 1:00pm FrontLine Honors** 

15 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

16 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

17 - Lifeline Screening 9:00am.-

5:00pm/Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

18 - Fish Fry 5-7:00pm./Old Country Boys 

Band 7-10:00pm 

19 - Euchre 11:00am./Cornhole 3:00pm 

20 - Easter - CLOSED 

21 - Post&Aux Exec Mtg 6:30pm 

22 - Wings 5:30-7pm. 

23 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

24 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

25 - Friday Supper - Ribs 

27 - Youth Baseball Breakfast 8:00am.- 

Noon/Youth Pool - noon 

29 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

30 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

 

**April 13th - FrontLine Honors - moved to 

2nd Sunday of the month due to Easter 

falling on April 20th 

2 - Friday Supper - Steak 

3 - Euchre 11:00am/Cornhole 3:00pm 

5 - 6:30 Post & Aux Membership Mtg 

6 - Red Cross Blood Drive 11:30-

5:30pm/Wings 5:30-7pm 

7– KC Bingo 6:00pm 

8 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

10 - Cornhole 3:00pm 

11 - Happy Mothers’ Day 

14 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

16 - Friday Supper - Ribs 5:30-7pm 

17 - Euchre 11:00am./Cornhole 3:00pm 

18 - 1:00pm FrontLine Honors/Youth Pool 

Party 

19 - Post&Aux Exec Mtg 6:30pm 

20 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

21 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

21-22 - Poppy Days 

22 - Burger Night 5:30-7pm. 

24 - Cornhole 3pm 

26 - Memorial Day 

27 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

28 - Kwik Trip/KC Bingo 6pm 

29 - Kwik Trip/Xcel Energy 

2 - 6:30 Post & Aux Membership Mtg-

Installation of Officers / Potluck 

3 - Wings 5:30-7pm/Kwik Trip 9:00-noon 

& 4:00-7pm 

4 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

6 - Friday Supper  

8 - Legionville Camp Departure 11:30 

11 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

12 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

14 - Flag Day - Flag Retirement Ceremony 

14 - Summer Beach Bash/Euchre 

11:00am 

15 - 1:00pm FrontLine Honors/Happy 

Father’s Day 

16 - Post&Aux Exec Mtg 6:30pm 

17 - Wings 5:30-7pm 

18 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

19 - Korean Last Mans Lunch 

20 - Friday Supper 

25 - KC Bingo 6:00pm 

26 - Burger/Philly Night 5:30-7pm 

28 - Euchre 11:00am 

FrontLine Honors Ceremony 

1:00pm - every 3rd Sunday of the month. 

We remember the fallen by reading all U.S. Service member names that were killed in 

action or have died because of their military service over the course of the previous 30 

days.  In addition, we will recognize our nation’s Colors with a formal dedication.  If you 

would like to have the flag fly over Post 43 in honor of any Veteran, alive or deceased, or a 

family member currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, please inquire within. 

Their sacrifice.  Our honor. 

Come on in, we’re open! 

Monday - Friday 11 AM to 8 PM or later 

Happy Hour Specials  $3 Tap & Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks 

Saturday 10 AM to 8 PM or later 

Sunday 10 AM to 8 PM or later 
Happy Hour ALL-DAY $2.50 Domestic Bottles & Rail Drinks 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/
mailto:faribaultlegion43@gmail.com


 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 43  

112 NE 5th St. 

Faribault, MN 55021 

Tel. (507) 334-8784 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Steve Walter 

1st Vice: John Haessig 

2nd Vice: Ron Jameson  

Adjutant: John McDonough 

Chaplain: Glen Wegner 

Finance Officer: Jack Claeson 

 

Executive Board Members:  

Dave Cram, Ed Little, Luverne Malecha, 

John McDonough, Fred Minick, Jim 

Nielsen, Mark Quinlan, Dan Rasmussen, 

Dennis Rinehart  

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 

Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Stew Schuenke 

1st Vice: 

Adjutant: Jim Douda 

Treasurer:  

Chaplain:  Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Jim Douda 

President: Gina Little 

1st Vice:  

2nd Vice: Kayleen Caron 

Secretary: Candy Braun 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Judy Lee, Mary Lillquist  

Chaplain: Kathy Larson 

Historian: Karen Rasmussen 

Executive Committee Members: 

Jeanette Hammond,   

Sandy Kuhlman, Jeannie Michels 

  

 

       


