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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 
Good Day Patriots, 

As I write today I hope this note will find you all doing well and looking forward to our days ahead as we transition into the winter months of 

Minnesota.  Cold & snow may be the order of the day as proclaimed by Mother Nature but I can assure you with 100% certainty, the weather forecast 

will not slow nor hinder the efforts of Post 43 to support our Veterans, their families and our community.  Our collective efforts can and will make the 
difference for many as we move forward.  I would like to extend many thanks to the Post 43 staff and those of you that have found time to volunteer in 

any capacity toward the greater good over these past months.  Your dedication, your commitment and your ability to produce positive results are 
noticed, “Thank You” for all that you do. 

As a reminder, our Post 43 general membership meetings are held on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.  At current, we have exactly 

434 Legion members paid up to date with their dues.  For those of you that are able, I would encourage you to please find the time to attend the monthly 
meeting in order to better understand why your American Legion Post 43 is important to this community. Please bring your thinking cap and your ideas 

along to share.  Ideas that will help make your Post stronger, ideas that will help Veterans and their families that are in need of assistance. 

As with any organization in this day and age, Post 43 is not immune to the stresses of the current economic downturn in our society.  If you 
follow the news at any level, you are well aware that there are serious repercussions for those organizations that have no survival plan in place.  

American Legion and VFW Posts all across this great land are facing the same dilemma: dwindling membership roles; financial stress; stronger 
competition with civilian organizations.  We must be proactive if we are to ensure our ability to survive for the long-term.  Financially, our Post is at a 

real crossroads.  Your support is needed now more than ever.  The best possible way for you to support your Post is to attend functions therein or 

donate directly to the Post if you are unable to attend.  The calendar of events in this newsletter shows scheduled Post functions and many other events 
and activities that help to raise the funds necessary to pay the bills and donate back into our community.   

If it has been a while since you last set foot in the door, I firmly believe that you will be pleasantly surprised on what is in store for you.  The 

Friday Club Suppers and the Sunday Suppers are, bar none, outstanding.  The addition of the Post Burger & Chicken Strips/Taco nights are inexpensive 
and make for an easy night out.  Weekends have free billiards on the docket from 10am-3pm.  January 7

th
 will see the 1

st
 euchre tourney in some time 

with the anticipation of many more to follow.  Bar bingo, cribbage tourneys, live music, all are on the discussion table right now to enhance the Post 
lounge. 

Without your support, your Post cannot donate money to those that rely on our help.  I have run through this list in previous WatchWord 

Newsletters: Veterans and their families; School Programs; Youth Scholarships; Legion Baseball; Scouting; Veteran’s Homes, and many other areas.  
In short, I would ask that you support Post 43 in any manner possible.  Quite simply, if we as Veterans and the American Legion family do not step up, 

we certainly cannot expect that the money donated to all of the aforementioned groups will just automatically come from somewhere else.  Our ability 
to provide support to these groups is absolutely essential, and your attendance is requested!! 

Do you have an email address???  This WatchWord Newsletter is currently being mailed to our American Legion members, Sons of the 

American Legion, and our Unit 43 Auxiliary.  At this time, I would ask that if you have an email address, please send a note to 
FboLegion43@hotmail.com requesting a switch for your means of WatchWord delivery.  It’s simple, it’s easy, you will receive your WatchWord much 

quicker, it will help the Post to save money, and best of all, it’s free! 

Here is yet another reason for you to drop in on Post 43:  On the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month, we are conducting a flag-raising ceremony to 
honor those that are on the front line of Iraq and Afghanistan fighting so that we may continue to live in a free society.  This ceremony starts at 1:00pm 

sharp.  There will be a reading of those Killed in Action for the current and previous months, you will witness the raising of Old Glory in their honor as 
well as those that face the enemy on a daily basis.  Whenever possible, if requested, we will fly the flag over Post 43 in honor of an individual or 

specific unit that is currently serving in-country. 

And still, another reason to stay abreast of Post 43 happenings:  Several weeks ago now, a small group of Legion members and Legion Riders 
from Post 43 in addition to 12 members of Nicollet Post 510 Legion Riders visited 22-year old PFC Jack Zimmerman at his home in Cleveland, MN, 

while he was on a 10-day leave from Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio.  On March 8
th
 of this year, Jack stepped on an IED in Afghanistan.  

Both of his legs were amputated above the knee and he now has very limited use of his right arm.  One of our Post 43 members, a WWII Veteran, 
thanked Jack for his service to our beloved country and also for his tremendous sacrifice.  Jack’s response to this kind gesture …“You’re worth it.” 

As fellow Veterans, as members of the American Legion family, we owe it to all of our wounded warriors and to all who serve to ensure the 
longevity of our mission.  As mentioned before, we must support all of our military members and their families in any way that we can. Their sacrifice 

must not be forgotten. Our community, our state, and our nation are dependent upon us to Always Remember this sacrifice. We are the American 

Legion.  This is what we do.  If we do not provide that support, who will?  If you have been considering getting involved with the Post 43 Color Guard, 
now is the time.  If you want to wear a sharp uniform and be involved with a group that pays respect to our fallen, come join the Honor Guard detail 

with the Rice County Central Veterans Association, today is the day.  If you own a motorbike and you want to run with the American Legion Riders, 
we have a standing invite for you on the road next to us.  If you know a few really good Navy-Marine jokes, I want to hear them.  If you have the skills 

with your hands to build wood-working or metal projects that may help a Veteran in need, I want to meet you.  To make a longer story even shorter, I 

am asking you directly to please support your Post.  Are you ready to bring it to the next level? 

We must ensure that “We are worth it.” 

With you, I shall succeed...Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life… 

For God & Country, 
Very Respectfully, 

Kirk D. Mansfield –  
Commander – American Legion Post 43 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Greetings American Legion Auxiliary members and our American Legion Family, 

What a beautiful fall we have had. Our Auxiliary members have been very busy with several projects. It is such a thrill to 

work with our great volunteers and Executive Committee. I want to thank all of you for being so willing to help when I have asked 

you to do a project. That’s what we’re all about, “We Serve in the Spirit of God and Country, Veterans, Military and their families.” 

In September, we hosted our annual Steak Fry at the Hastings Veterans Home. Our Auxiliary had voted to pay the entire 

cost of the steak fry and this has been put in our budget as a yearly expense. Six Auxiliary members and three Post members 

visited with the Veterans. They have some very interesting stories to tell. They have a beautiful facility and they are very proud of 

it. We were given a tour of the facility by one of the residents. This project was originally started by Elmo Wisted. This is a 

correction from my last letter. 

Also in September, I drove to Cleveland, Minnesota to greet a wounded warrior who had just come home from Texas on 

furlough to visit with his family. Jack Zimmerman, age 22 has lost both legs and parts of his right arm due to an IED. This young 

man brought tears to my eyes when he said he was proud to meet me and I was actually there to thank him for his service.  He 

said he would do it again for his country! What an American. I thanked his mom for her sacrifice and she told me that his brother 

is also serving in the military. 

In October, Karen Kittleson and her committee planned the Second Annual Military Dinner. A spaghetti dinner was served 

free to any veteran who had served their country in the past three years or to any family members who have a military person 

deployed. We had a few more people than last year, so hopefully the word gets out and we will have an even bigger group next 

year. The Auxiliary also gave a $100 scholarship to a military child to be used for an after school activity whether it be piano 

lessons, art classes, sports, or anything they choose. 

Also in October, Rose Johnson, Linda Claeson and I attended the Fall Conference in Mankato. Three Post members also 

attended. It was very informational as we heard reports from Units all over Minnesota of what good things they are doing for our 

veterans. 

At our November Auxiliary meeting we celebrated the 92nd Birthday of the American Legion Auxiliary which was started on 

November 10. Also at our meeting Pattie Black, our 3rd District Leadership Chairperson and Field Service Trainer, spoke to our 

group and gave us training on Field Service and what projects we can do. Those at the meeting are now certified Field Service 

Volunteers. 

We had a beautiful Veterans Day with lots of events happening. At 9:30 in the morning I represented the Auxiliary at 

Veterans Day Program at Roosevelt School. The staff put on a very nice program of beautiful patriotic songs. The Post members 

presented the colors. At 11:00am we all gathered at the Courthouse lawn for our traditional Veterans Day Program. It was the 

largest attendance we have seen. From the courthouse we went to the Legion for lunch. Again, a large crowd attended. We had 

two great speakers, Arlo Hanson and Major Chaplain John Meyer. At 2:30 we went to St Lucas for their annual Veterans Day 

Program. Linda Claeson and I represented the Auxiliary. Several members of the Post attended as well. It was a very busy day but 

it gives you such a good feeling to thank those who served and think about the freedoms we have because of them. 

December 5 will be our Christmas meeting and I hope to see many of you there. We will be decorating the Legion for 

Christmas on Saturday, November 26 at 9:30 am. Also, we still have cookbooks available which make good Christmas gifts. 

In January or February we are planning to have a “gently used sale”, no clothing. Our November Craft and Bake Sale and 

this sale will be a fundraiser for energy efficient lighting. An energy audit of our facility showed that 75% of our energy was being 

used on lighting so we’d like to try to recover some cost savings with updated lighting. 

We have been having joint Executive Committee meetings with the Post members which have proven to be very beneficial 

to everyone. We are able to share our ideas and concerns and make some improvements. We will be introducing some new things 

and hope everyone likes them. 

Christmas will soon be here so remember “the best holiday decoration is a smile!” and “Happiness is celebrating the little 

things.” 

Louise Flom 

Unit 43 Auxiliary President 
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December January February 

2 ... Club Supper 

3 ... McQuay Intl. 

4 ... Toys for Tots Breakfast /  

       Sunday Supper 

5 ... Post Meetings / Post Christmas 

8 ... Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

9 ... Fbo Foods 

10 . Wedding 

11 . SAL Breakfast – Sport Fishing /  

       Sunday Supper 

16 . Faribo Transportation 

18 . FrontLine Honors Ceremony  1300 hrs 

      Sunday Supper 

19 . Toys for Tots 

20 . Post Taco Night / Toys for Tots 

21 . Toys for Tots 

22 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

25 . Christmas Day – Post 43 Closed – 

 ..... Merry Christmas!! 

1 .... New Years Day/Customer Appreciation 

2 .... Post Meetings 

6 .... Club Supper 

7 .... Euchre Tournament /  

       White Elephant Sale 

8 .... SAL Omelet / Sunday Supper 

12 .. Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

13 .. Pool Tournament 

14 .. Pool Tournament 

15 .. Pool Tournament 

      FrontLine Honors Ceremony  1300 hrs 

      Sunday Supper 

16 .. Post Meetings 

17 .. Post Taco Night 

20 .. Club Supper 

21 .. Gas & Steam Engine Banquet 

22 .. Special Olympics / Sunday Supper 

24 .. Sport Fishing 

26 .. Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

28 .. Post 43 – OPEN HOUSE 

29 .. RCCVA / Unit 43 Auxiliary Breakfast /  

       Sunday Supper 

3 .... Club Supper 

4 .... Chamber Gala 

5 .... Project Able / Sunday Supper 

6 .... Post Meetings 

9 .... Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

11 .. Wedding 

12 .. IRIS Fundraiser / Sunday Supper 

17 .. Club Supper 

19 .. FrontLine Honors Ceremony 1300 hrs. 

      Sunday Supper 

20 .. Post Meetings 

21 .. Post Taco Night 

23 .. Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

25 .. NWTF Banquet 

26 .. Sunday Supper 

28 .. Sport Fishing 

Taco Night 
on the 3

rd
 Tuesday of the month 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
3 Hardshells or 2 Softshells 

Eat Well for $5 

Burger Baskets  
& Chicken Strip Baskets 
Every 2nd & 4th Thursday 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

ONLY   $4 

Don’t Forget 

Sunday Suppers 

4:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Generous Servings 
Reasonable Prices 

2011 Parade & Community Events Schedule: American Legion Color Guard 

1. Auxiliary Salad Luncheon - Saturday March 12th 
2. March of Dimes for Children - Saturday April 30th 8:30 am 
3. Memorial Day - Monday May 30th 10:00 am 
4. Shieldsville  Memorial Day - Monday May 30th 1:00 pm 
5. Morristown Dam Days - Friday June 3rd 7:00 pm 
6. Medford Straight River Days - Friday June 17th 7:00 pm 
7. Faribo Heritage Days - Saturday June 18th 6:30 pm 
8. Elysian 4th of July - Monday July 4th 1:00 pm 
9. Faribo Flames Baseball - Saturday July 9th 7:30 pm 

10. Faribo Legion Baseball - Saturday July 16th 7:00 pm 
11. Rice County Fair Opening - Tues  July 19th 5:00 pm 
12. Rice County Grand Stand - Tues July 19th 8:00 pm 

Closing Ceremony for Rockie Lynne 
13. Lonsdale Community Days - Saturday Aug 13th 1:00 pm 
14. Webster Harvest Days - Saturday Sept 4th 1:00 pm 
15. 417 Maintenance Co. – Legion - Friday Sept 9th 6:00 pm 
16. September 11th Remembrance Ceremony – Court House 1:00 pm 
17. Church Fund Raiser - Sunday Oct 9th 1:00 pm 
18. Veterans Day Court House - Friday Nov 11th 11:00 am 

40 & 8 – Winners of the Nurses Training Raffle: 

1.  6/29 -$20 A J Moriarity 
2.  7/6 -$20 Dan Eastman 
3.  7/13 -$20 Theresa Strand 
4.  7/20 -$20 Ron Caron 
5.  7/27 -$20 Jim Douda 
6.  8/3 -$50 Nancy Skalicky 
7.  8/10 -$20 Ed Schmidtke 
8.  8/17 -$20 Tom Hunt 
9.  8/24 -$20 David Hanson 
10.  8/31 -$20 Wally Duchene 
11.  9/7 -$20 Megan Lindsay 
12.  9/14 -$50 Tom Hunt 
13.  9/21 -$300 Dorothy Ernst 

14.  9/28 -$20 Duane Fredrickson 
15.  10/5 -$20 Robin Herrley 
16.  10/12 -$20 Bob Kubiak 
17.  10/19 -$20 Bryan Schuenke 
18.  10/26 -$20 Kim Bourn 
19.  11/2 -$50 Ploy Tex Inc 
20.  11/9 -$20 Tom Hunt 
21.  11/16 -$20 Shirley Rost 
22.  11/23 -$20 Granneman 
23.  11/30 -$20 Paula Olson 
24.  12/7 -$20 Bill Wies 
25.  12/14 -$50 Poly Tex Inc. 
26.  12/21 -$200 Lloyd Grandprey 

 

Special Note:  On Friday, November 18th during the 
Club Supper, Unit 43 Auxiliary conducted a bake sale 
and was able to collect in excess of over $400 toward 
the greater good.  A little planning can go a long way!  

Most excellent!  Thank You! 

 

January 7th 2012 
Along with the scheduled euchre tournament, Unit 43 

Auxiliary is also planning a White Elephant sale.  
Please consider donating any new or gently used items 

that may help the cause.  (except clothing) 
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1st Vice: Judy Sommerness 
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