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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

Good Day Patriots, 

…God Bless America.  Our Post is continuing to move forward with an even greater focus on the Veteran and the Community.  For some time now, I 

have called upon you to rise up and support the efforts of the American Legion.  Since our last issue of the WatchWord way back at the end of August, we have 

seen a great deal of activity at the Post:  weddings; banquets; Post Suppers; FrontLine Honors Ceremonies; breakfasts; weekly pool leagues for adults and youth; 

the annual Veterans Day program; and many other Post functions.  None of these events happen without your continued support.  You have not disappointed and 

for all that you do, I THANK YOU!! 

As we begin to transition into these colder months ahead, during my normal routine of fall cleanup/winter preparation, not unlike many of you, I go 

through the motions of a plethora of tasks.  Including therein: raking the lawn of leaves out one last time; storing away the patio furniture; draining the garden 

hoses; (in anticipation of the snowplow, shoring up the mailbox for winter duty because it stands next to the county road); and last, but not least, preparing the 

snow blower for action. 

When considering my snow blower, she’s a trusty ol’ steed…a 1971 Ariens with a rock-solid Briggs & Stratton-8hp engine.  In all honesty, she may not 

be the strongest mule in the county, but I came across her as a matter of chance, happenstance, as it may be, and she is as dependable as ever.  My father-in-law 

had her stored inside his turkey smoke shack some years back.  No disrespect to her, but he had other means of moving snowmen so he conceded her on down 

the line.  Well folks, I’m here to tell you, at some 41+ years old, she’ll throw snow with the best of these newer machines and I would align her with anything that 

you can buy on today’s market.  Following the same aged protocol, just 12 months ago this week, I went through the standard routine with this old gal getting her 

ready to go.  Even went to the extent of replacing the belts and shear pins, expecting an abundance of snow.  As you very well know, here in Minnesota, we 

prepare for the worst, expect the best.  Well, quite unexpectedly, last winter, she saw action but once.  Seriously?  After all of that effort?  To put this phenomenon 

into perspective, my Harley-Davidson spent more time on the road from December-March than the ol’ Ariens spent in the driveway throwing snow into the 

neighbor’s yard.  Crazy times, indeed.  Well, as the story goes, this first weekend of December of 2012, I am preparing the snow blower once again to deal with 

the best that Mother Nature has to offer me these next 4 months…and I am wondering aloud when I ask, “How bad of a beating are we going to take this season?”  

Well, in all honesty, the answer to this question is the least of my worries.  My sleep at night awakens me to a much a much harsher issue… 

That being…this snow blower that I keep bragging on, as mentioned, she is rock solid.  She has stood the test of time, and I have every bit of confidence 

in her as we move deeper through the winter, through these coming years.  No doubt, she has the experience, she has the tenacity, she has paid her dues and she 

can weather the storm.  As we approach yet another Christmas and New Year, my deepest concerns lie within the fact that we remain a country at war.  Some 10 

years plus and the casualties are mounting. 

As most solid evidence, during this past week, yet another Minnesotan and yet another Iowan have been laid to rest as a result of the war in 

Afghanistan.  Since our FrontLine Honors ceremony on October 21st, 20 American lives have been sacrificed in our honor.   
As we enter this Holiday Season, I beg of you, on bended knee, please pray for these lives lost, and please pray for the sacrifice that their families endure… 
 

Monahan Jr., Christopher M. U.S. Marine Corporal 25 Island Heights New Jersey 
Ebbert, Kevin R. U.S. Navy Petty Officer 1st Class 32 Arcata California 
Shanafelt, Zachary U.S. Army Specialist 24 Grand Rapids Michigan 
Means, Dale W. U.S. Marine Lance Corporal 23 Jordan Minnesota 
Hicks, Channing B. U.S. Army Sergeant 24 Greer South Carolina 
Richardson, Joseph A. U.S. Army Specialist 23 Booneville Arkansas 
Battle Jr., Rayvon U.S. Army Staff Sergeant 25 Rocky Mount North Carolina 
Stiltz, Matthew H. U.S. Army Sergeant 26 Spokane Washington 
Bennett, Kenneth W. U.S. Army Staff Sergeant 26 Glendora California 
Nehl, James D. U.S. Army Captain 37 Gardiner Oregon 
Carlson, Daniel L. U.S. Army Specialist 21 Running Springs California 
Buttry, Brandon L. U.S. Army Private 1st Class 19 Shenandoah Iowa 
Venne, Dain T. U.S. Army Staff Sergeant 29 Port Henry New York 
Jayne, Ryan P. U.S. Army Specialist 22 Campbell New York 
Gornewicz, Brett E. U.S. Army Specialist 27 Alden New York 
Kantor, Matthew G. Not reported yet Petty Officer 2nd Class 22 Gillette New Jersey 
Domion, Alex F. U.S. Marine Corporal 21 Richfield Springs New York 
Memon, Kashif M. U.S. Army Staff Sergeant 31 Houston Texas 
Ruiz, Clinton K. U.S. Army Sergeant 22 Murrieta California 
Duskin, Michael S. U.S. Army Chief Warrant Officer 42 Orange Park Florida 

In all, 2,161 American service members have paid the ultimate sacrifice in Afghanistan.  NEVER FORGET. 
May Our Generous God Bless You and May God Bless the United States of America. 

To You and Yours, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life… 

For God & Country, 

Very Respectfully, 

Kirk D. Mansfield – Commander – American Legion Post 43
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
Greetings American Legion Auxiliary and Legion Family, 

     After a short summer break of meetings, the Auxiliary met with the Post for a joint September meeting. We would like to periodically meet together to address 
any questions or concerns that anyone might have concerning the American Legion Post. We have also started having monthly reports from our Finance Secretary 
and our chef as to how the club is doing financially as well as an update of events being held and suggestions for menu ideas. We have several events booked for 
2013 so if you can volunteer your time contact our volunteer coordinator Corrine Clarkin. We are also in need of volunteers for our Sunday night suppers. We 
have a great bunch of volunteers, but we need more to keep our club successful. 

     Our Auxiliary hosted the annual Hastings Veterans Home Steak Fry on September 8. Six Auxiliary members and 3 Post members volunteered their time to serve 
food and visit with the veterans. It is always fun to sit down, share a meal and visit with these veterans. They are very appreciative of our contributions. 

     In September we conducted a very successful paper shower for the Fisher House which is at the Minneapolis VA Hospital. On October 10, 7 Auxiliary members 
and 2 Post members delivered about $500 worth of paper products to the Fisher House. Along with the paper products we presented them with a check for $1500. 
These funds were taken from our successful Poppy fund. We were given a tour of the $6 million dollar facility which is a beautiful home away from home with free 
accommodations for family members of patients at the VA Hospital. We all agreed that this is a project worth continuing. 

     We held our Military Dinner on October 2 to honor active duty military families and those recently back from deployment. Included in the evening was a free 
spaghetti dinner, door prizes, games and a $100 Scholarship given to a military child. 

     If you have been to the Legion recently, you will notice that we have 450 brand new chairs in our dining room. Our Auxiliary contributed $4500 towards the 
purchase of these chairs from our Sunday night suppers. Our Sunday night supper money also recently purchased an electric roaster and some other needed items 
for the kitchen. We thank Babe and the volunteers for their commitment to this project and to Candy for heading up the chair project. 

     The Fall Conference was held in Pequot Lakes on October 25-27. The conference is open to ALL unit members. It is an excellent training session to inform us 
of all of the Auxiliary Programs and what other Units are doing. Linda Claeson made a Poppy Informational Display for the Poppy contest and she received a third 
place prize in the state. Our Auxiliary also supported our Department Presidents special projects by donating a “baby bundle basket” for newborns born to women 
veterans, a gift bag for a new mom that is homeless or low income and a “veteran’s care basket” for veterans moving in to an apartment or transitional housing. 

     November is the month we celebrate the 93rd birthday of the American Legion Auxiliary. The Auxiliary was established on November 10, 1919. 

     November 11-17 was American Education Week. We remember all of our schools staff each year. Because of the shortage of apples this year, the staff received a 
certificate and tins of popcorn. 

    We held a bake sale and craft sale at our November menu night and made enough money, along with the profits from the ice cream social on Flag Day, to have 
our lobby furniture reupholstered.  

     The Veterans Day program at the courthouse was well attended in spite of the chilly mist. Mark Quinlan, Central Veterans President, planned a very nice 
program during the Veterans Day dinner. In the afternoon, Auxiliary and Post members went to the FaribaultCareCenter to visit the Veterans there. On Monday, I 
attended six Veterans Day events along with Veterans from our own Post. 

     I would like to remind everyone of the scholarships available to Auxiliary members. They are The Children of Warriors National Scholarship and the American 
Legion Auxiliary Scholarship for Non-Traditional Students. If you are interested, I have the applications for them. Applications are due March 1, 2013. 

     At our December 3 Christmas Party, we will be collecting comfort care kits, neck pillows and tote bags for Hastings, and signing Christmas cards for our 
veterans. We will also be delivering Christmas gifts to our veterans in our Nursing Homes before Christmas.   

     Remember to keep track of the hours and money spent on projects so that we have the information for our annual reports. I would also like to thank Linda 
Claeson and Pat Ernste for the nice articles in the newspaper. They are our Public Relations chairpersons and they are doing a fantastic job of letting people know 
what we are doing. We won an award last year for our Public Relations articles. 

     Our membership chair, Kandie Mensing is working hard on memberships to reach our goal of 242 members. We had several new members sign up at our 
membership dinner. We are always looking for new members. For information about what we do, visit our website at www.faribaultlegion43.com. 

The mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to serve veterans, their families and their communities. 

Louise Flom,, Auxiliary President, Unit #43 

Merry Christmas and Happy 2013 everyone! 

Just to drop a few lines on happenings in the Chef’s Kitchen. 

Due to Faribo Foods and Faribault Transportation Christmas Parties, we WILL NOT be having our Friday Club Suppers in the month of December! 

2013 is looking to be a very busy year for us.  It starts out a little slow, then really picks up in July.  Be prepared for a call from Corrine for your help. 

I am looking for ideas on some new Club Supper items, on both the 1st and 3rd Fridays.  I would like to rotate the new/different items, so we would try something new on 
both Fridays.  I will not be changing the menu on Steak night, but would like to rotate out/thru the stuffed Pork Chops.  This is a great opportunity to try different foods.  
Perhaps do some international foods?  I am open to ideas!! 

Our Noon Lunches have been going fairly well, sometimes it’s up, and sometimes it’s down.  But, guarantee, it’s the BEST NOON LUNCH DEAL in town!!  Spread the 
news!! 

Remember the REVELLE’s?   Well, I have been in contact with one of the band members, and they are planning a REVELLE’s REUNION at the Legion.  Stay posted for 
details!! 

Our 1st Autumn Extravaganza went well.  I would like to do something like that again in March or April, 2013, 

A new char broiler is coming soon, so you will be able to enjoy a grilled flavored steak year around at the American Legion. 

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for your dedication to the post.  Your volunteer efforts do not go unnoticed.  It is greatly appreciated.  Also, thank you for your patience 
with the changes I have made since coming aboard last April.  I really enjoy working with everyone, and getting ideas. 

  

http://www.faribaultlegion43.com/


December January February 
1.  Wedding 

2.  S.A.L. Omelet Breakfast for Legion 

      Baseball 

      Sunday Supper 

3.  Legion Christmas Party and Meetings 

7.  Faribault Foods Banquet 

9.  Third District Rally 

13. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

14. Taste of Faribault 

15. Rochester Veterans Memorial Visit 

…..Wedding 

16. FrontLine Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm  

      Sunday Supper 

17. Executive Board Meeting – 

17-19. Toys for Tots Distribution 

19. 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm 

21. Faribault Transportation Party 

23. Sunday Supper 

27. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

30. Sunday Supper 

1.  Club Appreciation 

4.  Club Supper 

6.  S.A.L. Omelet Breakfast for DanceLine 

7.  General Membership Meetings 7pm 

10. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

12.Steam Engine Banquet 

      Euchre Tournament 9:30am. 

13. 50th Anniversary Party 

13. Sunday Supper 

16. 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm. 

18-20. Pool Tournament 

19. Open Euchre Tournament 10am 

20. FrontLine Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

21. Executive Board Meeting – 6pm 

      Thrivent Financial 1pm – 4pm 

      Sunday Supper 

24. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

27. Special Olympics Breakfast 

1.  Club Supper / 40 & 8 Conference 

2.  Auxiliary Breakfast / 40 & 8 Conf. 

3.  S.A.L. Breakfast / 40 & 8 Conf.  

     Sunday Supper 

4.  General Membership Meetings 7pm 

9.  Chamber Gala 

       Euchre Tournament 9:30am. 

10. Iris Breakfast 

      Project Able 

14. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

15. Club Supper 

16  NWTF Banquet 

17. S.A.L. Omelet Breakfast / Girls Rugby 

      Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

18. Exec Board Meeting – 6pm 

20. 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm. 

28. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

FrontLine Honors 

Ceremony 

1:00pm – every 3rd Sunday 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2nd& 4th Thursday 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

ONLY   $4 

Don’t Forget 

Sunday Suppers 

4:30pm – 7:30pm 

Generous Servings 

Reasonable Prices 

FREE BILLIARDS! 
Saturdays & Sundays 

From 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender. 

 

 

Daily Lunches Served 
Monday thru Saturday - 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

Special Note: If you have not paid your membership dues as  

of yet, please do so as soon as you are able!! 

 

 

 

Come and Play Euchre the 2nd Saturday of the Month beginning 
January 12th at 9:30am. 

$5.00 entry fee/100% pay back 

ROCHESTER VETERANS MEMORIAL 
VISITATION 

December 15
th - 

09:00am 
Depart Post 43 at 0900 for a trip to the Rochester Veterans 

Memorial.  Luncheon to follow at Post 92, Rochester.  If you 
are able, you are welcome. 

“If you are not able, I will personally pick you up.” 
Post 43 Commander 

 

 

Happy Hour! 
 Monday – Friday…….4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 Saturday –Sunday …..10:00am – 2: 00pm 

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter  
is now available by email.   

To receive your newsletter online AND MUCH 
SOONER,  

please send a request to  
FboLegion43@hotmail.com 

or simply drop off your email address at the Post. 
NOTE:  Your email address will ONLY be used by 

Post 43 for the purpose of receiving the 
WatchWord. 



 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Kirk Mansfield 

1st Vice: Jack Claeson 

2nd Vice: Larry Mensing 

Adjutant: AmyLindsay 

Chaplain: Roger Schuenke 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Jim Douda,  

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Dave Lee, 

Luverne Malecha, Glen Wegner 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 

Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Rick Rost 

1st Vice: Paul Johnson 

Adjutant: Matt Hilley 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee 

President: Louise Flom 

1st Vice: Candy Braun 

2nd Vice: Kandie Mensing 

Secretary: Rose Johnson 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Colleen Stam, Geri Ochs 

Chaplain: Diane Juvland 

Historian: Linda Claeson 

Executive Board Members: 

Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill, Linda Hunt Chamberlain 
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