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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS
Greetings from your Commander,

Fall is almost history now and the Holiday season is near. A lot of things have been happening and we
have been very busy. Members from the post and the Auxiliary carpooled again this year to the Hastings
Veterans Home for the annual steak fry in September. It was a great success, the weather co-operated and
we had the opportunity to visit once again with the veterans. A special thank you to the Auxiliary for
financing the event from their annual Poppy Drive once again this year!

The annual membership dinner and meeting was very well attended and thank you to Lucy Hill for her
efforts in calling Auxiliary members and reminding them to come and to stay for the meetings. Thank
you to all who remained for those meetings.

Veterans Day activities were also very successful and well attended. Thank you to all who participated
and honored our veterans on their special day. The Club is for all of us, the Legion members, Auxiliary,
and SAL are our American Legion Club family and we have worked closely together on many programs
and events. Let’s keep it going in that good direction. Check the calendar attached for all the activities
listed for the next three months and I encourage you to attend whatever functions you can to support
your Post.

Once again [ want to encourage all of you to help recruit new members to join the Legion family. We
have only added a couple of new members during the last few months. The more members the more the
successful our club will be. A reminder that the General Membership meetings are the first Monday of
the month at 7PM. I will try to keep them short and to the point. It would be great to have better
attendance and I am sure you would have a better feel for what is going on at your Post if you were in
attendance.

And lastly but certainly not least, thank you to all volunteers for your continued service. It’s your
generous giving of your personal time that keeps our club going on a positive course. Good job!

Happy Holidays to all.

Jack Claeson,-Commander American Legion Post 43

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Hello Ladies of Unit 43 Auxiliary!

Here we are on the door steps of Thanksgiving...where has this year gone?

Weve done some great things this year. We had an all-time record year for poppy donations
which gave us the opportunity to donate more funds to the Fisher House; $2000.00 in fact. The
Fisher House is certainly an excellent organization and they were very thankful for our paper
shower items which had a value of $500!

We were able to send boxes chocked full of goodies to our service men and women who are
deployed.

Our local veterans in nursing homes are never forgotten. They have received gifts on Valentine’s
Day, Memorial Day, Veteran’s Day and more will be delivered again at Christmas. It’s awesome
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that we continue to remember them throughout the year with gift bags of treats, socks and other
comfort items.

Our bartenders spear headed a great day on October 26 designated as “Freedom Rally”. They
included everything from face painting and a bouncy house for the kids (yes, it just fit inside the
hall,) to great food, a car show, door prizes and an AWESOME band called Driven!! This is to
become an annual event with possible dates for next year in June. Stay tuned for more details in
later editions of the Watchword.

[ want to thank Mark Quinlan and the Central Vets Committee for organizing an amazing
Veteran’s Day program. Fortunately the ice covered sidewalks and frigid winds did not deter folks
from attending. Members attended ceremonies throughout the day all over the city.

The Auxiliary needs help in asking for donations for troop boxes. Think of us when visiting your
doctors, dentists or eye doctors. Don’t be afraid to ask them for samples of eye drops, tooth paste,
brushes, pain reliever samples, etc. Perhaps some of the business you are associated with would
be willing to do a drive for items. We always need addresses for deployed soldiers as well.

Hopefully this watchword reaches you before the Christmas dinner on December 2nd and you can
join us for cocktails, dinner and some joyous singing.

Customer Appreciation Day is January 1st. Come in for eats and Tom and Jerry’s. Remember
National Pearl Harbor Day on December 7t flags should be lowered until sunset.

The Auxiliary is purchasing cases of fruit for the Hastings Veteran’s Home as well as packages
for local veterans.

The other day I was talking with some friends at the Legion and a gentleman walked in and
handed us a used flag for disposal. The unusual and touching thing was that he works at the
landfill and pulled the flag out of some garbage. He had carefully folded the flag in the correct
manner and handed it to us in such a precious way with such respect for the American Flag.
Please be sure to bring in your flags so they can be retired in the proper manner.

Enjoy family and friends during the Christmas Season and Peace in the New Year

In service to our Veterans,
Candace Braun, President Auxiliary Unit 43

Chef Brian’s Corner
Hello Everyone!

Things in the Rustad Banquet Hall were pretty busy this past fall. We had a couple of new events take
place, Faribo Foods Employee Expo and also the Senior Expo, just to name a few. December is fairly full
and January and February we have room to book events. So, if you know of someone looking for a great
venue to host an event, send them our way.

Our new lunches have seen a great increase! We have changed our daily menu to a nice static menu
featuring 12 items to select from. Also, we are now offering chili and another homemade soup every day
so I guess that’s really like 14 items on our menu. We have teamed up with Brian Freed of Uncle B’s
BBQ and started catering. We will cater to all of your needs. We do lunch delivery Mon — Fri and we
cater food to South Central College at a minimum of once per week. We know that will be increasing!

Starting the 1st of the year, Chef Luis and I have decided to start selling desserts at our club suppers.
So along with our chef’s special, we will feature a scratch made dessert for sale. We have started making
our own desserts for events held here. And NO! Wedding cakes are not in the plan......... well, at least at
this time.

I would like to take this time and thank Candy Braun, Jim Douda, Rose and Bob Johnson, for their
commitment to the Steak night on the 1st Friday. Jim and Candy had been doing this for 20+ years!
This crew is working together on our burger Thursdays. Chef Luis, some other volunteers and I will be
taking over both club suppers. I would also like to thank Trahans, Schendels and Hammonds for their
time given to the 4th Thursday Burger Basket. Without volunteers like these this club would not be
where it is today. THANK YOU! So, please be open to stepping up and stepping in to volunteer. Oh!
Don’t forget about the Post Holiday Meal on December 2nd!! Thanks!! Chef Brian



December

January

February

1 — USMCL Breakfast
2 — Membership Meeting 7pm
6 — Faribo Foods (no club supper)
7 — 40 & 8 Christmas Party
12 — District 1 Hospital
Burger Baskets 5:30-7pm
15 — Legion Breakfast
FrontLine Honors — 1pm
16 — Executive Meetings 6pm
16-18 Toys for Tots
18 — 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm
19 - IFP
20 — Faribault Transportation
26 — Burger Baskets 5:30-7pm

3 — Club Supper
6 — Membership Meeting 7pm
9 — Burger Baskets 5:30-7pm
11 — Steam & Gas Banquet
12 — Danceline Breakfast
15 - 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm
17-19 Youth Pool Tournament
FrontLine Honors — 1pm
17 - No club supper
20 — Executive Meetings 6pm
23 — U of MN
Burger Baskets 5:30-7pm
26 — Special Olympics Breakfast

1 — Chamber Gala
3 — Membership Meeting 7pm
7 — Club Supper
9 -IRIS
13 — Burger Baskets 5:30-7pm
14 — Project Able
16 — SAL Omelet Breakfast —
Girls Rugby
FrontLine Honors — 1pm
17 — Executive Meetings 6pm
19 — 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm
21 — Club Supper
22 — NWTF Banquet
27 — Burger Baskets 5:30-7pm

FREE BILLIARDS!

Saturdays & Sundays
From 10:00am — 3:00pm
Simply produce your American Legion
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender.

Burger Baskets
& Chicken Strip Baskets
Every 2"9& 4" Thursday
5:30pm = 7:00pm
ONLY $5

Duily Luches Sorved

Monday thru Friday
11:00am — 1:00pm

FrontLine Honors Ceremony
1:00pm — every 3 Sunday
We remember the fallen from the war in

Legion Breakfast Buffet

Sunday, Dec 15, 8-12:30
Eggs Benedict, Scrambled Eggs, Assorted

Afshanistan.

Their sacrifice. Our honor.

Sunday Suppers

5:00m - 7:30pm
ﬁwﬁm’ &/‘w}g/@ - Keasonable Frices

The Post has several varieties of
patriotic tee-shirts and hooded
sweatshirts for sale. We are taking
orders for new Legion jackets as well.
You can inquire at the bar for prices
and available sizes.

Sausages, Meats, Praline Bacon, Hash browns,
Waffles, Toast, English Muffins

Advanced Tickets $7.50, $8 at the Door

fypy finr!

e Monday - Friday....... 4:00pm - 7:00pm
e Saturday -Sunday .....10:00am - 2: 00pm

e  New Seasonal Beer - Now on Tap!

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter
is now available on our newly established
Website:

http://www.mnlegionpost43.orqg

If you have any specific recommendations for our
Website, our Post, or any general questions,
please send a message to:

FbolLeqgion43@hotmail.com



http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/
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