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Good Day Patriots,

The start of the Minnesota State Fair is only days away now and is indicative of the beginning of the end of yet another summer
season. Your Post has seen an incredible amount of activity these past few months and | would like to express my appreciation by saying
“THANK YOU?” to all of our members and also to our tremendous group of Post 43 volunteers and staff. Your efforts and your dedication to
the cause are very much appreciated.

Starting on the 2" Saturday in September, there are weddings booked for the following 7 weeks in a row which will require an
extraordinary amount of planning and effort to see all of them through to success. Based upon the positive feedback that | have personally
received these past few months from our patrons, | am confident that our folks will exceed the expectations for each event. For those of
you that have been looking for a reason to get involved with your Post activities, please stop by or speak with other members who are
active. Any amount of time that you are able to dedicate is greatly appreciated, how much time you offer up is entirely up to you.

A few items of special note that | would like to bring to your attention:

e Hasting Steak Fry - Saturday, September 8" — Our group will meet at 9:30am at the Post prior to heading over to the Hastings
Veterans Home. Steaks on the grill will be the order of the day for all residents; this is sponsored by your Unit 43 Auxiliary. This
is a great time to meet/greet the Veterans and they are always very thankful for the meal and the fact that we would take time to
visit with them.

e Autumn Extravaganza — Friday, October 19" — This event will feature a splendid meal prepared by Chef Brian along with a silent
auction and live entertainment. The Rice County Veterans Memorial at the Courthouse is progressing along very nicely and we
would like to see the project through the final phase. Your attendance at this event will be greatly appreciated. Tickets are now
available at the Post (More details below)

e Veterans Day — Sunday, November 11" — the Courthouse Ceremony will commence at 11am followed by a luncheon at Post 43.
There will be guest speakers and a reading to remember our POW*MIA

For the next three months, there is a full slate of activities on the calendar. Your Post 43 Color Guard continues to march in the
surrounding area township parades as well as attend other community functions. Your Rice County Central Veterans Association
continues to stand on the line for the Veterans of your community that have passed before us. Your American Legion Riders group
continues to hit the open road supporting any and all Veterans causes. In addition, your Unit 43 Auxiliary and Sons of the American
Legion members continue their fundraising activities and support of the Post and greater community.

Each one of these groups desperately needs your assistance whereby we might honor our Veterans and those returning from the
front lines of combat. Our membership between all of the Post entities stands at over 750+ members. If you are not already doing so, |
would like to call on you personally to bring your Post 43 commitment to the next level. When you are ready to join the Color Guard or the
Honor Guard, uniforms will be made available to you. If you ride a motorcycle and you haven’t ridden with us on a Patriot Guard mission
or a Veterans benefit run, | want to speak with you personally, please contact me directly through the Post.

On this day and all days, | would ask that you take time, even if only for a brief moment, to remember all those that have gone
before us and appreciate the sacrifice of those who remain in harms’ way. On this day, | would especially like to remind you that American
military forces remain at war and they continue to face a determined enemy. To date in 2012, United States military personnel killed in
action, in Afghanistan alone, stands at 238. These young men and women are laying it all on the line for our nation and all those who wish
to be free. For these folks and all Veterans, as some semblance of appreciation, we must try to live the best possible lives that we are
able.

Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life...

For God & Country,
Very Respectfully,
Kirk D. Mansfield — Commander — American Legion Post 43
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Greetings American Legion Auxiliary and Legion Family,

The Ladies Auxiliary has had a little break in our regular meetings during July and August, but now it is time to resume our monthly meetings. | will be starting
my second term as your President at our September 10 meeting. Our normal meeting date is the first Monday, but due to the Labor Day holiday our meeting will
be on the 2™ Monday. If you are not a member of our Auxiliary, I'd love for you to consider joining and getting involved. Giving back for folks who are keeping
us safe is good for your body mind and spirit! The Executive Committee will however be meeting in August to plan the yearly budget and | will be naming my
committee chairman.

Even though there hasn’t been any formal meetings this summer doesn’t mean we haven’t been busy. The Auxiliary sponsored an Ice Cream Social during the
June Flag Day Program. The money raised will be used to recover the furniture in the lobby. If you signed up to donate cash and haven’t done so, please be sure
you give it to our treasurer, Darlene Liverseed. | want to personally thank Kandie, Dorothy and Darlene for helping me with the social and to the members that
donated pies and cash. Auxiliary volunteers have also been busy this summer working the Sunday night suppers, the menu nights, burger basket nights and
weddings.

Each year the Ladies Auxiliary sponsors a steak fry for the veterans at the Hastings VVeterans Home. This year that event will be on Saturday, September 8. This
is before our September meeting, so please let me know if you want to help. We still have room for 5 or 6 people.

At our September meeting, we will also be collecting paper products, cleaning supplies and laundry supplies to be donated to the Fisher House. The Fisher House
is a “home away from home” that enables families to be close to a loved one during hospitalization for an illness, disease or injury. It was voted on at our June
meeting to support the Fisher House at the Minneapolis VA Hospital with a paper product shower as well as financial support which will come from our Poppy
funds. We are also planning to deliver these items. Right now we have 2 drivers and space for 5 more people. The date is yet to be determined. Please support
this cause with your donation. Donations can be dropped off at the Legion anytime now.

As | was reviewing our membership list, | noticed several names that were known to me but I did not realize they were members of our auxiliary. Have you ever
wished that you could do just one thing that you felt really made a difference in the life of someone else? I know some people don’t like going to meetings, for
various reasons, but | would like to share with you ten ways that you can volunteer and support your local Legion without attending a meeting and really make
you feel good!

1. Visit a veteran in a Nursing Home or their own home.

2. Offer to do an errand for a veteran.

3. Participate in the Memorial Day Program and Veterans Day Program.

4. Send a card to a veteran on these special days.

5. Volunteer to work at a menu night, burger basket night, or Sunday supper.

6. Support your Legion by participating in the above events. (We now have noon lunch’s every day except Sundays. Bring a group or just yourself!)
7. Attend the 3 Sunday of the month Frontline Ceremony honoring those that have died. It will only take 15 minutes of your time.

8. VVolunteer to help with the Steak Fry at the Hastings VVeterans Home.

9. Be a volunteer with the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Program.

10. THANK A VETERAN FOR THEIR SERVICE!

A new fundraiser that our Legion is involved in is a brat and burger stand at the Harley Davidson store. We are serving the food from 11:00-2:00 on Saturdays.
We need volunteers to help with this project.

There is also a special Fall Dinner and Dance planned for October at the Legion. Posters are up at the Legion advertising the event with all of the details. See
article in this month’s Watch Word.

I have received an invitation from the Montgomery Past Presidents Parly for ALL Third District Past UNIT Presidents to attend the 1% Annual Past President
Social on Sunday, October 7 at the Montgomery American Legion. Social begins at 2:30 with supper at 3:30. The dinner is free but proceeds from the silent
auction will pay for the dinner. RSVP needed by September 28 to news4darlene@earthlink.net.

There will not be another newsletter coming out before Veterans Day, so please mark your calendar to attend this program. Mark Quinlan, President of the Rice
Co Central Vets has a special program planned.

Also as a reminder, if you have an e-mail address, please e-mail it to Fbolegion43@hotmail.com You will receive your newsletter much faster. We are also
working on a website for our American Legion Post 43 which will have a lot of information on it.

The American Legion Auxiliary is a huge national group of women (more than 850,000) and our unit is one of more than 9500 across the country. All together
we have a pretty big impact every year:

e 930,000 veterans served
e 5 million hours volunteered for veterans and their families
e  $6 million contributed to benefit veterans and their families

Won'’t you consider joining us!
The mission of the American Leglon Auxiliary is to serve veterans, thelr families and thelr communities,
Loulse Flom,

Aux’LL’mrg President, Unit 43
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Autumn Extravaganza
Friday, October 19, 2012

Happy Hour - 5:00pm

Dinner - 6:30pm

Music by DOWNTOWN SOUND - 8:30pm
Silent Auction Items
Benefit for Rice County

Veterans Memorial Expansion Project

Menu includes:

Tri-Colored Roasted Potatoes
Green Beans & Baby Carrots

Dinner Salad & Roll
Cinnamon Apple Dumpling

YVVVYVY

$25 - Single - Dinner & Dance
$40 - Couple - Dinner & Dance
$10 - Dance Only

Special Note: All Wheeler Dealer Certificates obtained from
KDHL radio will be honored through the end of 2012.
It is our understanding that KDHL radio is discontinuing this offer.

New York Strip Pork Loin w/ Chasseur Sauce

ﬂw@ Lunches Served

Monday thru Saturday - 11:00am — 1:00pm

FREE BILLIARDS!

Saturdays & Sundays
From 10:00am — 3:00pm

Simply produce your American Legion
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender.

Hypy tour!

e  Monday - Friday....... 4:00pm - 7:00pm
e Saturday -Sunday .....10:00am - 2: 00pm

During the month of September, Unit 43 Auxiliary will be
collecting paper goods or cash donations with all proceeds
donated to the Fisher House, tentatively on Oct. 10", For more
information, please contact one of your Unit 43 Auxiliary Officers.

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter
is now available by email.

To receive your newsletter online AND MUCH SOONER,
please send arequest to
Fbol egion43@hotmail.com

or simply drop off your email address at the Post.
NOTE: Your email address will ONLY be used by Post 43 for
the purpose of receiving the WatchWord.




Post 43 Officers

Commander: Kirk Mansfield
1st Vice: Jack Claeson
2nd Vice: Larry Mensing
Adjutant: Amy Lindsay
Chaplain: Roger Schuenke
Finance Officer: Bob Johnson
Executive Board Members:
Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Jim Douda,

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Dave Lee,
Luverne Malecha, Glen Wegner

Auxiliary Officers:
President: Louise Flom Sons of the American Legion

1st Vice: Candy Braun Commander: Rick Rost
2nd Vice: Kandie Mensing

Secretary: Rose Johnson 1st Vice: Paul Johnson
Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed Adjutant: Matt Hilley
Sgt at Arms: Colleen Stam, Geri Ochs Treasurer: Bob Johnson
Chaplain: Diane Juvland . ) .
Historian: Linda Claeson Chaplain: Mike Pittman
Executive Board Members: Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee

Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill, Linda Hunt Chamberlain

Non Profit Org.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 43 U.S. POSTAGE
112 NE 5th St. PAID

Faribault, MN
Faribault, MN 55021 Permit No. 54

Tel. (507) 334-8784

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

American Legion Post 43



