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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS

Good Day Patriots,

Today is the dawn of a new day and | hope you are all doing well with your lives, enjoying family time, working
hard and finding time to take in all that life may offer unto you. For our staff and volunteers at the Post, Thank You, one
and all, for your continued dedication to ensure that our obligations are met. We have a very busy summer season ahead
of us as we continue to find ways to help our fellow veterans and raise money for our community.

The Post is now open for lunch from 11:00 am — 1:00 pm with daily specials, Monday — Saturday. If you have not
had the opportunity to stop into the Post recently, | would encourage you to do so at your earliest opportunity. There are
many activities on the schedule for this summer as you can see from the calendar. On June 14", Flag Day, we are
honored to have Kenyon VFW Post 141 Honor Guard join us as we hold a Flag Retirement ceremony at Post 43. This
event will be open to the public and we hope to have a good turn-out. If you are able, please join us for a fine evening.

Recently, our Legion Riders group met up with several other chapters to escort members of the Army Red Bulls
Division home from overseas deployment. Over this past Memorial Day weekend, we also participated in the Rolling
Thunder event by attending cemeteries in Kenyon, Waterville and Elysian to honor our fallen. On July 14", we will be
riding with chapters from Apple Valley and Red Wing, and many others, as we participate in the annual Ben Kopp
Memorial Ride to help raise money and bring awareness to the importance of organ donation. On this day, one of the
stops will be at our Post, come on down and see what the hubbub is about!

Our monthly FrontLine Honors ceremony continues as we remember those killed in action from the war in
Afghanistan. Please remember those that are in harm’s way on the front line of battle and those families that are on the
home front trying to make ends meet.

Your Post officers and staff are more determined than ever to ensure that we stay focused on our Veterans and
the ideals of the American Legion. With the help of our Unit 43 Auxiliary, the Sons of the American Legion, and the
Legion Riders, it is with a great sense of satisfaction that we pursue all avenues that lead to the success of our Post
overall. If you are not already doing so, | would ask that you please consider active involvement in the happenings of your
Post so that you may better understand our commitment to our community.

On June 16™, your Color Guard will be marching in the annual Faribault Heritage Days parade. If you would like to
join us, either marching or riding, there will be a sign-up sheet at the Legion.

Make the best of your summer, | look forward to seeing you at our functions and I thank you for your continued
service to Post 43 American Legion!!

Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR?” life...

For God & Country,
Very Respectfully,
Kirk D. Mansfield — Commander — American Legion Post 43


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/93/AmerLegion_color_Emblem.jpg

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Greetings American Legion Auxihiary and Legion Family,

April was volunteer month, but I am designating May as “American Legion Auxiliary Volunteer Appreciation Month.” As I was doing the Auxiliary
Annual Reports for this past year, I was totally amazed by the number of volunteers we have involved in veteran and community projects and the
countless number of hours that are accumulated by our volunteers.

I don’t think the average person realizes the amount of time that 1s put in to some of our projects. I want to mention just a few because I think they
are so significant to the success of our Auxiliary. The Poppy Program has at least 60 volunteers that work in some capacity with more than 140 hours
of volunteer time. The chairman puts in another 100 hours. Our recent salad luncheon included 197 hours of volunteer time donated by our Auxiliary
members with 30 members working with some aspect of the luncheon. Auxiliary members also donated 73 salads and 36 baskets for our silent auction
and raffle. Our Department President, Linda Thompson, was in attendance at the luncheon and was very impressed with the magnitude of the event.
These two major events provide most of the funds for our veteran projects. We are proud to say that we have used these monies to provide 160
residents of the Hastings Veterans Home with a steak fry each year and gifts of money at Christmas. We also give all of our local veterans in Nursing
Homes gifts at each holiday and money at Christmas and we support the Armed Forces Service Center at the MSP Airport. A scholarship 1s also given
each year to a veteran or family member of a veteran attending South Central College.

The Auxiliary Sunday Night Suppers have involved many volunteers volunteering their time. These funds have bought many items needed in our

kitchen.
‘We had 21 volunteers that worked 825 hrs at the Legion for events and another 8 volunteers that gave 72 hrs to helping veterans.

‘We have volunteers that also work in their homes on veterans projects. One such group worked 3000 hrs. on quilts, lap robes and other articles.
Many Auxiliary members do community service projects within the community. Those members volunteered 5089 hrs this year.

We also have volunteers that go above and beyond to make our club successful. One group has volunteered for 20 years on the same event and has
donated all of their tips back to the Post. Another volunteer worked 3 days at a special event recently, not only giving of her time, but also donating
over $600 in tips back to our club.

Besides the things I have mentioned, we have many members who have donated time to cleaning, decorating, and helping wherever needed.

I am so proud of what our Auxiliary members do for our club and community and most of all for our VETERANS.

Right now we have an ongoing “light fund” to update our lighting so it is energy efficient and also there is a “’chair fund” started to replace our
chairs.

At our May meeting, we decided to support The Fisher House in Minneapolis. The Fisher House is a “home away from home” for families of
veterans and active duty soldiers who are receiving medical care at the VA Medical Center. This fall we will be having a “paper shower” for the Fisher
House. We would like you to start collecting paper products and in September we will collect them and present them to the Fisher House. You may
drop them off sooner and label them for the Fisher House.

I attended the 3" District American Legion Auxiliary Convention in Forest Lake on May 18-20. All of the hard work of our Auxiliary was
recognized at this convention when Faribault received the most awards. We received the Barbara Stussy National Security Plaque, the Delores Fink
Poppy Plaque for the best all-around Poppy Program, the Lois Wenz Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Plaque and the Dolly Huron Field Service
Plaque. I also received the 3" District Leadership Award. I am so proud of the accomplishments our group has made. I wish you could have heard all
of the words of Congratulations we received!

As you know, my special project for this year was the ‘Yellow Ribbon Project.” Our steering committee started last August working on our
Action Plans to make Faribault a Yellow Ribbon Community. We had an ambitious goal of making that happen this summer and we met our goal. On
June 1, at 2:00pm at the Paradise Center for the Arts, the Governor of Minnesota and a 5-Star General will be proclaiming Faribault, Minnesota a
“Yellow Ribbon City.” It should be a very impressive ceremony with an Army Band playing and our American Legion Honor Guard and Color Guard
participating in the program. I would like a good representation of our Auxiliary members at the program, because we have been recognized many
times for what we are already doing for veterans and military families.

Our June meeting is June 4 and this is also the installation of officers. Auxiliary members are to bring a snack for lunch.

Another important date to remember is June 14*, which is Flag Day. This is our regular burger basket night. We will be grilling burgers outside.
Along with the burgers, the Auxiliary will be having a pie and ice-cream social. The proceeds from this will go toward recovering the furniture in the
entrance to the Legion. The fabric on the cushions has deteriorated and is in great need of replacing. We have found that it would be very costly to
replace the set; therefore we would like to raise some money to have the cushions recovered. There will be a special flag retiring ceremony at 7:00.
This is open to the public, so please invite your friends and neighbors.

Again, I cannot say “Thank You” enough to all of our members that volunteer. YOU ARE APPRECIATED!!

Louise Flom, President

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #43




June July August
1. Club Supper
2. Wedding 1. Sunday Supper 3. Club Supper
3. Habitat 2. Post Meetings 7pm. 4. Faribault Class of ‘92
Sunday Supper 6. Club Supper 5. Sunday Supper
4. Past Commander Dinner 8. Sunday Supper 6. Membership Mtgs 7 pm
Officer Installation & Membership Mtg. 12. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 7. Retired Danceline (Tentative)
8. Rice County Historical 14. Legion Riders 9. Burger & Chicken Strip Basket
9. VFW Hot Rods & Bike Run 09:00 reg. 15. FrontLine Honors Ceremony — 1:00pm | 11. Legion Riders
10. Sunday Supper Sunday Supper 14. VFW Last Man’s Club
14. Flag Day with Burger & Chicken Strip 16. Exec. Board Meeting 6pm. 15. 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm.
Baskets / Flag Retirement Ceremony 18. 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm. 17. Club Supper
15. Club Supper 20. Club Supper BA Class of 1957
16 Wedding 21. Wedding 18. Wedding
17. SAL Breakfast — Frontline Honors 22. Sunday Supper 19. FrontLine Honors Ceremony — 1:00pm
Ceremony — 1pm 26. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets Sunday Supper
Sunday Supper 27. Heyer Family Reunion 20. Exec Board Mtgs 6 pm
18. Exec Board Meeting 29. Sunday Supper 23. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets
20. 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm 25. Wedding
21. Korean Last Man’s
23. Wedding
24. Sunday Supper
28. Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets
’
FrontLine Honors ourger Saskers Don L Forgel
& Chicken Strip Baskets Sunday Suppers
nd th
Ceremony Every 2 & 47 Thursday 430 pm - 1:30 pm
5:30 pm = 7:00 pm G .
. enerous dervings
1:00 pm — every 34 Sunday ONLY $4 ,
Reasonable Prices
Color Guard Marching Schedule Saturdays & Sundays
6/01/12 BTYR, 2pm. / Morristown Dam Days, 7 pm From 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
2;1‘6%3 Ilillag. Retirement Ceremony, Post 43, 6:30pm. FREE BILLIARDS!
eritage Days Parade, 6:30pm. _ _ )
6/17/12 Frontline Honors, Post 43, 1pm. Simply produce your American Legion
6/23/12 Medford Parade, 4:30pm. Membership Card to the on - duty bartender.
n Faribault Flames Baseball to be determined

7/04/12 Elysian Parade 12:00pm.

7/15/12 Frontline Honors, Post 43, 1pm
7/19/12 Booth Camp, Legacy, 12pm. New HaPPY Hour!
8/19/12 Frontline Honors, Post 43, 1pm e Monday - Friday....... 4:00 pm — 7:00 pm

8/12/12 Lonsdale Community Days, 1:30pm

8/26/12 Webster harvest Days, 12pm. e Saturday -Sunday .....10:00 - 2: 00 pm

Auxiliary Dues Increase Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter
For year 2012, of the $16 dues, Unit 43 paid $5 to National and is now available by email

$7 to State. We are talking about a new increase to $20 to

accommodate the increase. $9 would be sent to both National To receive your newsletter online AND

and State for a total of $18. Unit 43 would only keep $2 of the 20 -

dollars being proposed. MUCH SOONER,
: ) _ : please send a request to
2012 American Legion Scholarship Award Winners Fbol egion43@hotmail.com

> Mellaney Peper or simply drop off your email address at
»  Michael Schuenke the P
»  Jenna Boudreau e Post.
»  Caleb Helbling NOTE: Your email address will ONLY be used by Post 43 for

the purpose of receiving the WatchWord.




Post 43 Officers
Commander: Kirk Mansfield
1st Vice: Jack Claeson
2nd Vice: Larry Mensing
Adjutant: Amy Lindsay
Chaplain: Roger Schuenke
Finance Officer: Bob Johnson
Executive Board Members:
Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Jim Douda,

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Dave Lee,
Luverne Malecha, Glen Wegner

Auxiliary Officers:

President: Louise Flom
1st Vice: Candy Braun
2nd Vice: Kandie Mensing
Secretary: Rose Johnson
Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed
Sgt at Arms: Colleen Stam, Geri Ochs
Chaplain: Diane Juvland
Historian: Linda Claeson
Executive Board Members:
Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill, Linda Hunt Chamberlain

Sons of the American Legion
Commander: Rick Rost
1st Vice: Paul Johnson
Adjutant: Matt Hilley
Treasurer: Bob Johnson
Chaplain: Mike Pittman
Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee
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