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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

Greetings from your Commander: 

The 3rd District Convention was held at the Post on May 16, 17 and 18th and was very 
successful.  We received many wonderful compliments from the 3rd District staff and 
attendees concerning our facility, food, and program. I want to thank the Convention 
Chairman Jim Douda and his Committee, our Chef Brian, and all the volunteers who 
worked extremely hard to make this convention a success. Everyone had a great time!  
It looks like the Club will be very busy this summer with many events scheduled already. 
We are ALWAYS looking for more volunteers to help out.  Again I would ask you all to 
look at the attached three month event schedule and try to attend and support the Club 
functions.   

This is my last article as your Commander. It has been my privilege to serve this past year. 
I want to thank the Club Officers, Board members, all the Legion members, the 
Auxiliary and SAL members for all the support and help you have given me during this 
past year. One of my goals as your commander this year was to improve the financial 
condition of the club. So far this year things are looking better financially. The finance 
committee will continue to work hard so we can continue to have good year. 
Our new Commander is Dennis Rinehart.  He and the other elected Officers will be in 
sworn in at the June membership meeting.  Congratulations to the new Commander, 
Officers, and Board members. I am certain they will do their best to make this next year a 
good one for the Club. 

Keep the Watchword at hand to remind you of all the club events for the next couple of 
months. Supporting our club is important to its success. 
Don’t forget the monthly membership meetings 7pm the first Monday of the Month, and 
bring along a friend who may be interested in working with us for the benefit of our 
Veterans, our military, and their families. 

Jack Claeson – Commander American Legion Post 43 
 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/93/AmerLegion_color_Emblem.jpg


AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Ladies of the Auxiliary, 

   We just got through a whirlwind week as we finished another amazing Poppy Day AND hosting the 3rd 

District Convention!!!   

   Thank you to all of the ladies that helped to make Poppy Days such a HUGE success raising over 

$5500!!  These funds are used solely for projects for our Veterans and active military soldiers. 

   I cannot tell you how proud I am of all the folks who helped in anyway with the 3rd District 

Convention…thank you to all of you!!  I heard such positive comments from so many Legionnaires, 

Auxiliary and S.A.L. members about how wonderful the convention was.  A few comments were about 

what a beautiful Post we have, the great service at the bars, the delicious food, a beautiful memorial 

service and the positive energy from our members.  I wish more ladies could have attended the weekend 

events but I know that we are all very busy. 

   Our Auxiliary came away from the convention with plaques for Community Service, Youth and 

Education and VA & R.  We also won 1st place for the poppy bookmark that I submitted.  These plaques 

were earned by each and every one of you who turn in volunteer hours at our meetings so… 

Congratulations!! 

   Saturday, June 14th is Flag Day and we will be holding a Flag Retirement ceremony at 11:00 am.  

Please save the date and hold on to those worn or tattered flags for proper disposal.  We will also be 

having burgers and hot dogs after the ceremony. 

   By the time you are reading this article our new officers will have been installed. So this is my farewell 

article for the Watchword. Our new officers are: 

Kandie Mensing, President; 1st Vice; (open); 2nd Vice, Winnie Hughes, Secretary, Candy Braun, 

Treasurer, Darlene Liverseed, Sergeant-at-Arms, Geri Ochs; Executive Committee, Rose Johnson, Judy 

Sommerness, Lucy Hall and Louise Flom; Chaplin, Candy Braun. 

   It has been an honor serving as Unit 43’s Auxiliary President.  It’s been a busy year!  Along with my 

duties as your President, I also served as the 3rd District Community Service Chairperson, I have 

attended the finance meetings that are held every two weeks at our Post, I helped host the Card 

Marathon Party, and served with others for the 3rd District Convention to name a few extra tasks.  

   Thank you for the opportunity, I have learned a lot!  I know that Kandie Mensing will do a great job as 

your next President. 

In service to our Veterans,  

Candace Braun, President Auxiliary Unit 43 

Chef Brian’s Corner 

Greetings from the kitchen! 

We have been very busy so far this spring with banquets, weddings and the 3rd District Convention. The summer is just as 
busy with a little breathing room mid-June to mid-July so if you know of anyone looking for a great venue to host an event, 
please send them my way. 

Club suppers have picked up since the return of the “snowbirds”. As I am sure you have noticed the ribs have changed. 
Pork pricing has increased dramatically so it was decided to change the rib instead of increasing the price of the meal. I 
keep a careful watch on the market report on a weekly basis, thanks to my vendors sending me the information. 

Our 4th Thursday special seems to be a hit. I could always use ideas on what to make for Thursdays along with our 
burger/chicken strip baskets as well as Club Suppers. Thursday, June 26th we will have grilled BBQ (or plain) Chicken 
Breast Sandwich with fries; July 24th we will have tacos and August 28th will be beef stir fry. 

Thanks to those who have volunteered to work events and make them a success! 

 
Chef Brian 

  



June July August 
 

  2 – Installation of Officers 6pm 

  5 – Pheasants Forever Meeting 

  6 – Club Supper 6-7:30pm 

  7 – Wedding 

13 – Historical Society 

14 – Wedding 

15 – SAL Omelet Breakfast 

       FrontLine Honors – 1 pm 

17 – Executive Meetings 6 pm 

18 – 40 & 8 meeting 7pm 

20 – Club Supper 

22 – Union Social 

 

  3 – Pheasants Forever Meeting 

  4 – Happy 4
th

 of July!  - Post  

        closed 

  7 – Men’s Membership Meeting  

        7pm 

16 – 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm 

18 – Club Supper 

20 – FrontLine Honors – 1 pm 

21 – Executive meetings 6 pm 

26 – Wedding 

27 – Lutheran Church Lunch 

 

  1 – Club Supper 

  2 – Wedding 

  4 – Membership Meetings 7pm 

  8 -  Class of 64  

  9 – Wedding 

14 – VFW Last Man’s 

15 -  Club Supper 

16 -  Wedding 

17 – FrontLine Honors – 1 pm 

18 – Executive Meetings 6 pm 

19 -  Farm Bureau 

20 – 40 & 8 Meeting 7 pm 

23 -  Wedding 

FREE BILLIARDS! 
Saturdays & Sundays 

From 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender. 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2nd& 4th Thursday 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

ONLY   $5 

Sunday Suppers 

5:00pm – 7:30pm 
Generous Servings  -  Reasonable Prices 

FrontLine Honors Ceremony 

1:00pm – every 3rd Sunday of  the month 

We remember the fallen  

from the war in Afghanistan. 

Their sacrifice.  Our honor. 

 

Flag Day 

June 14, 2014 

11:00am. 

 
Rice County Central Veterans  

Color Guard Schedule for Summer 2014 

 5/30 – Morristown Dam Days Parade 

 6/20 – Medford Straight River Days Parade 

 6/21 – Faribault Heritage Days Parade 

 6/27 – Faribault Elks Convention 

 7/4 – Elysian 4
th

 of July Parade 

 7/12 – Faribault Flames Veterans Honor Night 

 7/15 – Rice County Colors 

 8/12 – Lonsdale Community Days Parade 

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter  
is available on our  Website: 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org 
 

If you have any specific recommendations for our 
Website, our Post, or any general questions, 

please send a message to:  

FboLegion43@hotmail.com 
Post 43 has several styles and varieties of American Legion 

patriotic shirts available for purchase. 

Please inquire within on your next visit to the Post. 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/


 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Dennis Rinehart 

1st Vice: Darnell Anderson 

2nd Vice: Glen Wegner 

Adjutant: Brian Niner 

Chaplain: Glen Wegner 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Michael Brown, Ric Casson, Jack Claeson,  

Jim Douda, Bob Flom, Luverne Malecha,  

Bill Manahan, Larry Mensing 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 
Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Stew Schuenke 

1st Vice: Ben Patee 

Adjutant: Bob Ernste 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Jim Douda 

Sgt at Arms: Mike Pittman 

President: Kandie Mensing 

1st Vice:  

2nd Vice: Winnie Hughes 

Secretary: Candy Braun 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Geri Ochs 

Chaplain: Candy Braun 

Executive Board Members: 

Lucy Hill, Rose Johnson, Judy Sommerness, Louise Flom 
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