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Good Day Patriots,

On this day and all days | hope that you are finding time to enjoy life to the fullest with all the best that may come your way. After a lengthy
and brutally cold winter last season, what little bit of winter we have seen thus far over the past 3 months has not amounted to much of anything (nice
try, Mother Nature). Although we may not be able to sit around the campfire and tell tall tales just yet, I certainly do not anticipate that it will be much
longer before we are able to place this so-called “winter” completely behind us as we transition into the spring season. Your Post has seen a great deal
of activity over these past few months and | would like to personally thank all those who are on staff as well as our seemingly endless pool of
volunteers that are keeping us on task as we forge ahead through these strenuous economic times. Without your assistance and your dedication to the
American Legion, there is no way we play the part that we do in our community. THANK YOU for your support!! You are making a difference!!

...and so there | was, standing outside the door to Post 43 on the sidewalk, the morning of February 6™. Facing half a dozen of our Post 43
Color Guard members less than 10 feet in front of me, the sky was crystal clear, the air unseasonably mild. The flags firmly held by the Color Guard
and those on the masts out front were fluttering ever so slightly from a gentle breeze. With a certain amount of anticipation, we awaited the arrival of
our National Commander, the Honorable Fang Wong. It had been some 16 plus years since Post 43 had seen the likes of a National American Legion
Commander and this day would not disappoint.

Up rolled the van, exiting right, he and his entourage were greeted with the order “Present Arms!” given to those in uniform. Oh to be sure, he
has seen it all before; the flag details, the hand salutes, the handshakes and all the like. Remind you, I shall, not from your Post 43 members, he has not,
for this National American Legion Commander has never been to Post 43, and this day, this moment, is ours to shine. Impressed was he? Perhaps, but
our mission is not to impress. Our mission is to greet, welcome, and understand who this new Commander is and for what purpose does he arrive in our
town, at our house?

As a young man from China, Fang Wong emigrated to the United States at the age of 12 in 1960. Shortly thereafter, he became a U.S. citizen
and in 1969, he volunteered for the U.S. Army, ultimately serving 25 months in Vietnam. Retiring in 1989 as a Chief Warrant Officer, he has lived an
active life within the American Legion community serving in many roles supporting Veterans and their families. For the better part of an hour, he
spoke at length and with great detail about what it meant for him to be associated with the American Legion. He spoke of his first encounter with a
Legionnaire when he was a teenager and the impression that it left upon him. He spoke of the pillars of the American Legion and what effect they have
on our communities and our nation. From the moment of his arrival, he shook hands and made a concerted effort to speak with everyone he possibly
could, including the dishwasher who would clean the plate that he was served breakfast upon. Leaving Post 43 behind as the first stop of a Southern
and Central Minnesota whirlwind tour, we offered up our level best in hospitality and comradeship.

One lasting impression that we gathered from him is that he asked for all of us to consider why exactly we joined the American Legion family
and what does the legacy mean to us? He had spoken at length and in detail for the better part of an hour...and he did not have one single note, not one
word written down for reference...he spoke his peace, his truth, his heart.

So now | would ask you my fellow compatriots, consider if only for a moment, why exactly did you join the American Legion family? We all
have our individual reasons but we also all have common ideas and beliefs that differ only slightly from one to another. As a U.S. Navy veteran, as an
American citizen, | would venture to say that we all have a determined commitment with ensuring that the pillars upon which the American Legion
stand remain long after our own passing as a part of our own legacy. For if this is not the case, then why do we feel so passionate about our retaining
our membership with the Legion? Each one of us is at a different stage of our lives and our direct or indirect involvement with the American Legion
plays a vital role in the future of our organization, our community, and our country. Our involvement, whether active or inactive, is crucially important.
We must all decide what part we play...you can’t get a base hit if you don’t first get into the batter’s box.

Short story: Some time ago, | had the distinct privilege of meeting a very young Army soldier who had recently returned from Afghanistan.
He was with two of his fellow soldiers, one of which who had been wounded in combat, the three of them were enjoying an evening on the town. The
conversation was generally light but at some point took a turn towards the heavier side when the discussion led to where we are all at in terms of how
we are currently living our lives today. Quite eloquently, the young man | am speaking of conveyed the following, “We are living today just as we
were on the battle front. We are taking care of each other and our business by taking care of what we can handle within our 3 feet. Three feet of radius
all around you is what you must be able to handle at all times. If you take care of your 3 feet, everything else falls into place, one way or another.
That’s all that we can do.”

So, with that, all that | can offer you at this time is a repeat of what you have been reading from me all along...As fellow Veterans, as
members of the American Legion family, we owe it to all of our wounded warriors and to all who serve to ensure the longevity of our mission. As
mentioned before, we must support all of our military members and their families in any way that we can. Their sacrifice must not be forgotten. Our
community, our state, and our nation are dependent upon us to Always Remember this sacrifice. We are the American Legion. This is what we do. If
we do not provide that support, who will?

Take care of your 3 feet and expect that those around you will do the same.

Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life...

For God & Country,
Very Respectfully,
Kirk D. Mansfield — Commander — American Legion Post 43

Greetings,

[ am Candy Braun and am writing to you today as the Auxiliary’s 2™ Vice President. Currently our
President Louise Flom is vacationing so [ am filling in for her with the Auxiliary’s column.

Ladies, the Auxiliary Salad Luncheon will be here soon, the date is Saturday, March 24™. Please be
sure to let everyone know that the luncheon is not on the second Saturday of March as it has in the past!!
Next year we have the second Saturday reserved and will retain that date. We will be decorating the
dining hall on Friday, March 23 at 6:30 pm. All members are strongly encouraged to help with the
decorating, the more hands we have the easier the task. Tickets available at the Post or contact Pat

Ernste - 332-8854.

Don’t forget about the baskets! We need lots of them! Please think about combining items with other
members and create a larger basket that we can use for the raffles.

Callers will be contacting members for salads or donations in the first weeks of March. If you do not
receive a call from an auxiliary member about donating a salad, please feel free to contact me (507-330-
4883) or Rose Johnson (507-323-4698). Membership lists are used for the calling lists and can quickly
become out of date. If you have recently had a change of address and/or phone number, please contact
Kathy Walsh, Membership Chair, with the new information or drop off a note at the Legion.

January 21* we held a Euchre Tournament and winter garage sale. 24 people participated in the
Euchre tournament and had such a good time that we immediately scheduled a second tournament day
for February 25%. Our winter garage sale was a great success due to the wide variety of items brought in
by lots of members. Thanks to the members who helped with this project, I really appreciate the time
that you volunteered!

The 3" District Mid-Winter Conference was held in St. Peter and was attended by several members
from Post #43. The Auxiliary donated a North Woods wall hanging for the silent auction.

The Post Birthday Dinner is set for March 6™. It would be really nice to see a full house for the dinner
and as always a short meeting will follow.

June 14™ is Flag Day, I know that seems far off but it will be here before we know it. We will be having
a Flag Retirement Ceremony at 7 pm. Thursday the 14™ is also burger basket night and we are planning
to grill burgers outside. Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy the great outdoors! If you have any tired or
worn flags this would be the perfect opportunity to dispose of them respectfully.

[ am concerned with the small numbers of members that are turning out for the general membership
meetings. Please check with members that may live in your neighborhood or your apartment buildings
to see if they need a lift or would like to share a taxi ride for meetings. All of you as members are very
important to the success of the Auxiliary and our service to our veterans! I would love to hear new ideas
that you have to share.

Respectfully submitted,
Candace Braun

Auxiliary 2™ Vice President
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March April May
2 ... Club Supper 1....Marine Corps Breakfast 1....UNISERVE
3...Local 480 Sunday Supper 4....Club Supper
4 ... Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast / 2....Post Meetings 5....Breast Cancer Fundraiser
..... Sunday Supper 5....Project Able Banquet 6....Project Able 2:00pm — 5:00pm
5 ... Post Meetings 6....Ducks Unlimited Banquet | ... Sunday Supper
8 ... Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 7 ....Fund Raiser Benefit (Tentative) 7....Post Meetings
10 . Pheasants Forever 8....Easter Sunday — Post 43 Closed 11..Wedding
12 . 1% United Jr. Banker Dinner 11..Teachers Conference 13..Mother’s Day
15.CO-OP Luncheon 12..Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets Sunday Supper
Legion Riders Mtg — 7:00pm 13..Pool Tournament 16..Retired Teachers
16 . Club Supper 14 ..Pool Tournament 18..Club Supper/VFW Last Man’s Supper
17 . Wedding 15..FrontLine Honors Ceremony — 1:00pm 19..Rice County Veterans Memorial
Euchre — 0930 registration Pool Tournament Event (Tentative)
18 . Christ through Hands Ministry Breakfast Sunday Supper 20..FrontLine Honors Ceremony — 1:00pm
FrontLine Honors Ceremony — 1:00pm 16..Post Meetings Stroke Benefit
Sunday Supper 20..Club Supper Sunday Supper
19 . Post Meetings 21..Sno-Go Banquet 21..Post Meetings
22 . Rice County Township Officers Assoc. 22 ..Red Cross - Noon 26..Euchre — 9:30am registration
Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets Habitat for Humanity Banquet 27..Sunday Supper
24 . Auxiliary Salad Luncheon 26..Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets
25 . Jenny Mayer Benefit / Sunday Supper 27 ..Sport Fishing
29 . Special Olympics Banquet 28..Euchre — 9:30am registration/Wedding 18-20 - 3" District Convention
31 . District One Hospital 29..Dog Park Breakfast Forest Lake
Sunday Supper
. Burger Baskets Don’t Forget
Fl’OntLll’le HO”O”S & Chicken Strip Baskets Sund S
Ceremon Every 2" & 4™ Thursday unday Suppers
Y 5:30 pm = 7:00 pm SEatrovs Sevaes
1:00 pm — every 3 Sunday ONLY $4 REASONABLE PRICES

LUCKY NUMBER OF THE DAY!

Saturdays & Sundays

Post 43 Officers

Commander: Kirk Mansfield

1st Vice: Jack Claeson

2nd Vice: John McDonough

Adjutant: Amy Lindsay

Chaplain: Roger Schuenke
Finance Officer: Bob Johnson
Executive Board Members:

Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Dave Lee,

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Lloyd Grandprey,
Luverne Malecha, Larry Mensing

Auxiliary Officers:

President: Louise Flom
1st Vice: Judy Sommerness

2nd Vice: Candy Braun
Secretary: Rose Johnson

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed

Sgt at Arms: Kandie Mensing

Executive Board Members:

Kandie Mensing, Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill

Sons of the American Legion

Commander: Rick Rost
1st Vice: Paul Johnson
Adjutant: Matt Hilley

Treasurer: Bob Johnson

Chaplain: Mike Pittman
Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee

AMERICAN LEGION POST 43
112 NE 5th St.

Faribault, MN 55021

Tel. (507) 334-8784

Drink specials in the Lounge now include a random number
drawn every day. If the final digit of your membership card
is equal to the number drawn, you will are entitled to ONE (1)
drink for the price of 25 cents on that given day!! Can’t beat
it with a big stick. Ask your friendly bartender for details!

From 10:00 am = 3:00 pm

FREE BILLIARDS!

Simply produce your American Legion
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender.

Unit 43 Auxiliary

Salad Luncheon
Saturday, March 24™, 2012
Doors open @ 11:00 am —Noon lunch
* Silent Auction Baskets *

* Raffles *Door Prizes *
Advance Ticket Sales Only
Tickets - $8

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter

IS now available by EuMAL.

To receive your newsletter online AND

MUCH SOONER,
please send arequest to
FbolLegion43@hotmail.com
or simply drop off your email address at
the Post.

NOTE: Your email address will ONLY be used by Post 43 for

the purpose of receiving the WatchWord.
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