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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

Greetings from your Commander: 
 We are having a very brutal winter, fortunately for me, as I write this article I am on vacation in 
a warmer place (Arizona).  Spring will be here before we know it and I want to remind everyone that 
we are hosting the Third District Convention here at our Post May 16, 17, & 18th and we will need lots 
of volunteers and everyone’s help for this event.  
 Thank you to the volunteers who continue to support the Club with all of the ongoing activities 
(Burger Baskets, Sunday Suppers, Club Suppers, events, etc.) and the Finance and Executive 
Committee’s for keeping on top of things to make the Club successful.  We hosted a three day pool 
tournament in January with all volunteers which was very successful for the Club. 
Again I am asking everyone to help sign up new members for the Legion, Auxiliary and SAL.  Our 
membership has been decreasing every year and we need to work on getting to the younger generation 
to join our Club reminding them that most of the benefits Veterans have today came about because of 
the American Legions efforts with the Government. 
When you read the events schedule in this Watchword note that we continue to have Frontline Honors 
ceremony every third Sunday at 1pm and we will continue to have this ceremony as long as there are 
any combat causalities during the month.  Please try to come as we have been having a small turnout 
lately. 
Don’t forget the monthly membership meetings 7pm the first Monday of the Month! 

Jack Claeson – Commander American Legion Post 43 
 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Hello to Our Auxiliary, 

   I want to start out talking about our wonderful salad luncheon which is coming up on 

March 29th. Tickets are on sale for $10.00 each until March 10th. Tickets are available at 

the Post or from Pat Ernste. Auxiliary volunteers will be calling all of you to ask for a 

salad or basket donation beginning the week of February 24th. Even though our calling 

list is current, the phone numbers we have don’t seem to be. If you are not contacted by 

March 10th please, contact me.  I want to be sure that all of our members are involved our 

biggest fund raiser of the year. Our Department President Shirley Frederick and our 3rd 

District President Joanne Joachim will both be attending our luncheon this year!! We will 

be setting up for the luncheon on March 28th at 6pm…come and help us. 

   The Legion Birthday dinner is March 3 at 5:30pm. . Be sure to come and celebrate with 

us! 

   April 18th we will be having our annual garage sale/craft sale.  So start thinking about 

those unused items that are collecting dust and taking up space. No clothing please. Craft 

venders will be charged $20 for the 1st table and $10 for additional tables. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/93/AmerLegion_color_Emblem.jpg


   Flowers were delivered to our veterans in the nursing homes for Valentine’s Day. 

   On February 13th we packaged 14 boxes for our troops overseas.  If you know of anyone 

who is deployed please send me their address for our next mailing.  We can always use 

donations for our boxes as well. Packets of tuna, single serving drink mixes, ramen 

noodles, gum, and beef jerky are some of the more popular items.  When you visit your 

dentist or eye doctor inquire about having them donate items such as dental floss, tooth 

paste or brushes, eye drops or glass cleaning wipes.  

   Mid-winter conference was held in Elysian and we came away with some really good 

ideas for helping our veterans. 

   We will be hosting the 3rd District Convention on May 16-18th.  I know that is our poppy 

week but please, please try to help out in some way. We will need help with registration 

and wait staff for the banquet on Saturday. The Auxiliary will be meeting at the KC’s on 

Saturday, try to attend the meetings which start at 8 am. 

   At the time of this writing our membership is at 212 which is short of our goal of 242.  If 

you know ladies that qualify to join the Auxiliary be sure to ask them to join.  As much as 

I enjoy the ladies that faithfully attend our regular meetings our attendance is far from 

212!  Our meetings are on the first Monday of the month at 7pm and last about an 

hour…AND we have a nice lunch afterwards.  Come and join us and see how you can 

become more active. There are tons of ways you can help our veteran’s! 

 

See you at the Convention! 
 

In service to our Veterans,  
Candace Braun, President Auxiliary Unit 43 

Chef Brian’s Corner 

Hello everyone! 
Spring and Summer (hopefully these seasons still exist) are upon us, and that brings us into the banquet 
and wedding season.  Things are going to be pretty busy, so when Cheryl calls you and asks you to work at 
an event, please do!  It really helps us out.  If you are not on the volunteer contact list and would like to 
be, please contact me or Cheryl and we can put you on the list. 
Also, I am sure many of you have already heard that we are no longer doing our weekday lunches.  
Unfortunately, lunches were really slow this winter and it was too much for us to continue them.   So, 
now what we will be doing is a Chef’s choice on the 4th Thursday of every month. We will still continue 
to offer burger baskets, just adding another option.  So on Thursday, March 27th, we will have Chicken 
Chow Mein at $6.00 a plate.  The Chow Mein was one of the most popular plates when offered at lunch.  
Then in April, it will be Italian night and May, I am thinking Mexican, something like tacos, 
chimichangas or something like that.  IT WILL NOT BE SPICY!!  I promise.  If you have an idea or 
would like to cook and serve your favorite or special meal, please let me know. 
I would also like to thank Nolan Hansen for his time working as dishwasher (7 yrs!).  Nolan is leaving us 
the end of this month and will be going back to school.  THANKS NOLAN! 
Thanks and GOOD EATS! 
Chef Brian 
  



March April May 
  1 – Wedding 

  2 – Kiwanis Breakfast 

  3 – Birthday Dinner 5:30pm - 7:00pm 

        Meetings to follow at 7pm 

  7 – Club Supper 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

  8 – Pheasants Forever Banquet 

  9 – SAL Omelet Breakfast for 

        Music Booster 

13 – CO-OP Dinner 

16 – SAL Omelet Breakfast for Christ 

though Hands Ministry 

- Project Able 

- FrontLine Honors – 1pm 

17 – Executive Meetings 6pm 

19 – 40 & 8 meeting 7pm;  IFP 

20 – Rice County Township 

21 – Club Supper 

22 – Union Social 

26 – Lamperts Dinner 

28 – Salad Luncheon Set-up 

29 – Auxiliary Salad Luncheon 

30 - Breakfast 

  4 – D.U. Banquet 

  5 – Wedding 

  6 – Breakfast 

  7 – Membership Meeting 7pm 

9 – 13 City Pool Tournament 

16 – 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm 

18 – Club Supper/  

VFW Last Man’s Club 

19 – Garage Sale & Craft Sale 

20 – Happy Easter 

- FrontLine Honors – 1pm 

21 – Executive meetings 6pm 

25 – Sport Fishing Banquet 

26 – Wedding 

27 – Habitat for Humanity 

28 – South Central 

  2 – Club Supper 

  3 – District 1 Hospital Benefit 

  4 – Red Cross  

  5 – Membership Meetings 7pm 

- South Central 

10 – Wedding 

11 – Mother’s Day Brunch 

14 – Retired Teachers 

16-18 – 3
rd

 District Convention 

16 – Club Supper 

18 – SAL Omelet Breakfast 

- FrontLine Honors – 1pm 

19 – Executive Meetings 6pm 

21 – 40 & 8 Meeting 7pm 

FREE BILLIARDS! 
Saturdays & Sundays 

From 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender. 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2nd& 4th Thursday 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

ONLY   $5 

New Chef’s choice on 4th Thursday 

Sunday Suppers 

5:00pm – 7:30pm 
Generous Servings  -  Reasonable Prices 

FrontLine Honors 

Ceremony 
 

1:00pm – every 3rd Sunday 

 

We remember the fallen from the 

war in Afghanistan. 

Their sacrifice.  Our honor. 

3rd District Convention  
is being held at our Post  

 

May 16, 17 and 18, 2014 
 

Please inquire how you can help with this 
event. We will need help with registration, 

wait staff, etc. 

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter  
is available on our  Website: 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org 
 

If you have any specific recommendations for our 
Website, our Post, or any general questions, 

please send a message to:  

FboLegion43@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/


 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Jack Claeson 

1st Vice: Dennis Rinehart 

2nd Vice: Larry Mensing 

Adjutant: Brian Niner 

Chaplain: Glen Wegner 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Ric Casson, Mike Brown, Jim Douda,  

Bob Flom, Luverne Malecha, Kirk Mansfield,  

John McDonough, Glen Wegner 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 
Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Stew Schuenke 

1st Vice: Ben Patee 

Adjutant: Bob Ernste 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Jim Douda 

Sgt at Arms: Mike Pittman 

President: Candy Braun 

1st Vice: Martha Piper 

2nd Vice: Kandie Mensing 

Secretary: Rose Johnson 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Geri Ochs/Ruth Seykora 

Chaplain: Louise Flom 

Executive Board Members: 

Lucy Hill, Rose Johnson, Judy Sommerness 
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