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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

Good Day Patriots, 

     We are now deep into the winter season once again with nary a scratch from Mother Nature save a few icy days and a total snow accumulation only just worth 

mention.  Keep your chins up, for a month from now, we’ll be talking about pitching horseshoes in the back yard, scheduling a garden, and looking for excuses to 

cut out of work early to enjoy the spring weather.  Our Post continues to press forward and is bustling with activity from month to month.  Bookings for the 

banquet hall continue to roll in and available dates for the 2013 calendar year are fast becoming scarce.  Our staff and volunteers at the Post are busier than a 1-

eyed cat watching 2 mouse holes trying to keep up with all of the action.  The tasks are many, the work hours often become longer than expected, but the job is 

getting done.  For this, I Thank You for all of your tremendous support. 

     On your next visit, please take notice of some of the physical aspects of the Post.  Most recently, the banquet hall floor has been resealed; the antiquated sound 

stage was removed and will soon be replaced with a custom built cabinet; and we have finally stepped into the 21st century with the recent acceptance of 

debit/credit card payments!  There are also plans to smarten up the front office, there is an exploratory committee looking at what it will take to upgrade the 

HVAC system, and our Contributions Committee continues their due diligence with donations to Veterans organizations and your local community. 

To further this point, I would like to offer up a special Thank You to James Douda for providing the following information: 

As a summary for 2012, with the help of Post 43 staff, volunteers, and the fact that you support the American Legion, the following action items were checked off 

the list: 

American Legion National 

Commander visit 

New Bartenders / Bar Supervisor 

assigned 
New Lead Chef assigned 

New Security detail team in place for 

major banquet events 

1st Annual Autumn Extravaganza 
Volunteer bartenders assigned for 

back bar assistance 

Dishwasher repaired and still 

running strong after 20+ years! 

Burger basket night reinstated for 2nd 

& 4th Thursdays of the month 

Lunches now served during the 

weekday 11:00am – 1:00 pm 

New racks installed in the kitchen, 

freezer, and coolers 

New chairs acquired for the banquet 

hall & the sale of all old chairs 
New freezer for bar mugs 

New lighting throughout the entire 

facility 

Switched to a different satellite TV 

provider, saving money! 

Honor Guard equipment relocated  

to the Legion 

Benches & planters placed near the 

front entrance 

FrontLine Honors Ceremony 

continues monthly on the 3rd Sunday 
40 & 8 Mid-Winter Conference 

June 14 – Flag Retirement Ceremony 

held for public with demonstration 
POS purchasing system 

Additional beer taps Building capacity signs posted New Char broiler  

…and these action items are in the planning process: 

May – Craft & Bake Sale Car Club Display Day 
Replace or renovate the banquet hall 

outside double doors 

Live band entertainment night 

outdoors 

2014 Flag Retirement Ceremony 
2014 Department Convention to be 

held in Faribault 
Electronic Gaming 

Expansion of the photograph rails for 

Past Commanders and Auxiliary 

Presidents 

New office floor and shelving Evaluate the HVAC units Lounge table/chair replacement Roof evaluation & repairs 

Please note that all of these projects could not have been accomplished without the support of all our volunteers and support of our Legion membership, Legion 
Auxiliary membership, SAL membership and major support of our Legion Gambling funds.  Participation from everyone is needed and whatever you can do, no 
matter how much or how little, will all help the cause.  In this time when many of our National veteran’s organizations are struggling to make ends meet, we are 
holding our own and continue to improve and upgrade our club service. Also, if you know anyone that is eligible to join the Legion, Auxiliary or SAL please bring 
them in, we need new and younger members to keep this establishment going in the future.  

     As you can see, our Post has undergone a major transformation in short order and there is much more on the drawing board to improve our ability to provide 

rock solid support for our Veterans and our community.  Please take a moment to look over the calendar below.  Highlight the dates that you are most interested 

in and when that date arrives, put forth your best effort to attend those functions.  You may choose to stop in for lunch, burger night or club supper, or attend the 

monthly FrontLine Honors Ceremony.  The American Legion plays an important part in our community, your support is deeply appreciated.  We are the 

American Legion.  This is what we do. 

There are a lot of great things happening at Post 43, are you ready to bring this program a step up to the next level? 

May God Bless You and May God Bless the United States of America. 

Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life… 

For God & Country, 

Very Respectfully, 

Kirk D. Mansfield – Commander – American Legion Post 43 
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 

Happy Belated Valentine’s Day to You All! 

   Auxiliary members delivered red carnations with homemade Valentines to our local Veterans in nursing homes again 
this year.  I am sure that our Veterans enjoyed a little pop of color in their rooms as well as visits from our members. 

Thanks to all of you who took the time to do this. 

   For those of you who helped me with the Pocket Flag Project we received a very nice “thank you” from the military 

unit who received them. The pocket flags are 8 ½ x 11 inch flags that are folded in a triangle fold. They are placed in a 

3 x 3 inch baggie with a note from our Auxiliary letting our soldiers know that we are thinking of them.  The flags were 

quite the challenge to fold but you all stuck with me and we got the project done.  Thanks for your help! 

   March is just around the corner and so is our Salad Luncheon which will be held Saturday, March 23.  Tickets are 

being sold in tables of 8 or 10 for $8.00 per ticket.  Auxiliary volunteers will be calling all Auxiliary members for 

donations of a salad and/or basket.  If you are unable to make a salad or basket you can send a monetary donation.  

As in the past we will have silent auction baskets and larger items will be used for raffles.  Proceeds are used for 

scholarships and Veteran’s projects and needs. 

   Monday, March 4th is our birthday dinner and meeting.  Be sure to join us for social hour at 5:30pm., supper at 

6:00pm and a short meeting will follow supper. 

The cushions for the love seat and chairs in the south entry have been reupholstered. As soon as the weather warms 

up we will wash and paint the frames. 

   Our funds for “Support our Troops” are getting low and we are in need of donations for boxes that will be sent this 

spring.  We also need addresses for service people that are deployed outside of the U.S.  Addresses can be dropped off 
at the Post and placed in the Auxiliary mail box. 

   May 11 the Legion will be hosting a garage/craft/bake sale from 8 am until 3 pm. This event will be open to the 
public. Garage Sale: Members get ready to do some spring cleaning and bring in your “unwanted” donations (no 

clothes, please). Do not drop off donations until the day before the event.  The craft sale is open to all you talented 
crafty people who would like to sell their wares.  This part of the event is open to crafters whether they are members or 
non-members so get the word out to others that may be interested. Crafters will be charged a space rental fee of 

$20.00.  Crafters will keep any proceeds from the sale of their wares. The bake sale will be accepting baked goods from 
all members (yes, Legion and S.A.L. members too).  All proceeds from the garage and bake sale will be used for 

upgrades needed at the Legion.  

   I know it seems a long way off but June 14 is Flag Day and we are hoping that the weather will be a little more 

forgiving this year for our Flag Retirement Ceremony at the Legion. Save the date!! 

President Louise will be back from vacation for the writing of the next issue of the Watchword.   

   Keep our soldiers in your thoughts and prayers.  God Bless the U.S.A. 

      Unit #43 1st Vice President, Candy Braun 

Spring is almost here, and things in the kitchen have already been warming up!  Be prepared to say ‘YES’ to volunteer 

when called as we have a lot going on this spring, summer and fall.   

I am happy to tell everyone that our char broiler has arrived and is up and running!  Oh, how much better will those 

delicious steaks taste??   

The Chef's Special so far has been a big hit.  For March, I will feature Irish Cuisine, April will be Spring like Cuisine, 

and May I am thinking Scandinavian Cuisine.  Our lunches continue to grow, and can only grow more.  February was 

Heart Month, I worked with District One Hospital on Heart Healthy Lunch items on every Thursday, and the Hospital 

had a guest speaker.  We had some good lunch crowds for it.  I am looking forward to continue working with the 

Hospital and continue healthy food items in the future. 

 

Many many thanks go out to all of our volunteers and employees for your hard work and great effort in keeping things 

going around here.  Also, remember I am open to meal/menu ideas!! 

 

Thanks, 

Chef Brian 

  



March April May 
 1 - Club Supper 6-7:30pm 

 2 - Local Union 480 

 3 - Kiwanis Breakfast 

 4 - Legion Birthday Dinner 5:30-7pm 

Membership Meeting 7-8pm 

 5 - NARFE 

 9 - Pheasants Forever Banquet 

13 / 14 - Co-op 

15 - Club Supper 

17 - SAL Omelet Breakfast for Christ thru  

        Hands Ministry 

     Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

18 - Executive Board Meetings 6pm 

20 - 40 & 8 Meeting 

       Lampert Dinner 

22 - Set-up for Salad Luncheon 

23 - Auxiliary Salad Luncheon 

       Vietnam Last Man’s Dinner 

31 - Happy Easter 

 1 - Membership Meetings 7-8pm 

 5 - Club Supper 6-7:30pm 

 6 - Wedding 

 7 - Dog Park Breakfast 

10 - Kindergarten Registration 

11 - Project Able Bowling Banquet 

12 - Ducks Unlimited 

13 - Sno Go Banquet 

14 - USMC League Breakfast 

15 - Executive Board Meetings 7pm 

16 - Faribault Ladies Golf  

17 - 40 & 8 Meeting 

19 - Club Supper 6-7:30pm 

20 - Wedding 

21 - Red Cross Lunch 

     Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

27 - Wedding 

28 - River Bend Breakfast 

29 - South Central College Lunch 

 1 - Education MN 

 3 - Club Supper 

 5 - Habitat for Humanity 

 6 - Membership Meetings 7-8pm 

 7 - NARFE 

10 - Dist 1 Health & Wellness Fair 

11 - Garage, Craft & Bake Sale 

15 - 40 & 8 Meeting 

       Retired Teachers 

17 - Club Supper 6-7:30pm 

18 - Wedding 

19 - Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

20 - Executive Board Meetings 6pm 

27 - Memorial Day 

FREE BILLIARDS! 
Saturdays & Sundays 

From 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender. 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2nd& 4th Thursday 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

ONLY   $4 

Don’t Forget 

Sunday Suppers 

5:00pm – 7:30pm 

Generous Servings 

Reasonable Prices 

FrontLine Honors Ceremony 

1:00pm – every 3rd Sunday 
We remember the fallen from the war in Afghanistan. 

Their sacrifice.  Our honor. 

Daily Lunches Served 
Monday thru Friday - 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 

40 & 8 Brunch at Morristown Legion 
Sunday, April 21  

Nurses Training Scholarship Fundraiser 

All you can eat: pancakes, hash browns, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, ham, biscuits & gravy, and toast  $7.50 for adults - 

$3.50 for kids - pre-school - free 

 

 

Come and Play Euchre the 2nd Saturday of the Month beginning 
January 12th at 9:30am. 

$5.00 entry fee/100% pay back 

Save the date!! 
 

GARAGE, CRAFT AND BAKE SALE 

May 11 – 8am – 3pm 

Tables will be available for crafters for a fee. 

Donations for the garage sale from members, no clothing 

Bake sale items accepted from all members 
 

Happy Hour! 
 Monday – Friday…….4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 Saturday –Sunday …..10:00am – 2: 00pm 

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter  
is now available by email.   

To receive your newsletter online AND MUCH 
SOONER,  

please send a request to  
FboLegion43@hotmail.com 

or simply drop off your email address at the Post. 
NOTE:  Your email address will ONLY be used by 

Post 43 for the purpose of receiving the 
WatchWord…(no junk mail or solicitation) 

  



 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Kirk Mansfield 

1st Vice: Jack Claeson 

2nd Vice: Larry Mensing 

Adjutant: Amy Lindsay 

Chaplain: Brian Niner 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Jim Douda,  

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Dave Lee, 

Luverne Malecha, Glen Wegner 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 

Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Rick Rost 

1st Vice: Paul Johnson 

Adjutant: Matt Hilley 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee 

President: Louise Flom 

1st Vice: Candy Braun 

2nd Vice: Kandie Mensing 

Secretary: Rose Johnson 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Colleen Stam, Geri Ochs 

Chaplain: Diane Juvland 

Historian: Linda Claeson 

Executive Board Members: 

Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill, Linda Hunt Chamberlain 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 43 

112 NE 5th St. 

Faribault, MN 55021 

Tel. (507) 334-8784 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

American Legion Post 43 
 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Faribault, MN 

Permit No. 54 
 


