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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

Greetings from your new Commander, 

   For those who do not know me, I am Jack Claeson and I have been a member of the American Legion for 26 years. 
Twenty of those years were with North St. Paul Post 39. Six years ago after retirement, my wife and I moved to Faribault it 
was then that I transferred my membership to Faribault Post 43.  This is my fifth year on the executive board or as an 
officer of the Post.  My wife Linda and I have made a lot of good friends here at the Post and in the Faribault area and we 
really enjoy living here. 

   I want to thank our outgoing Post Commander Kirk Mansfield for his dedicated leadership these last two years along 
with the loyal members and staff who helped our post through some tough times and for bringing it to where it is today.  
Two things I would like to focus on during my term are to continue our efforts to keep the Post in good financial 
condition and also to attract some new Legion Members. If you have a friend or relative that is a veteran, and is not a 
member, explain the benefits to them and encourage them to join our membership and to work alongside of us for the 
welfare of our fellow veterans. 

   Summer is really going by fast and there have been a lot of events at the Post and we are busy. The event calendar has 
been filling up. Our club suppers, Thursday burger basket nights, and Sunday night suppers continue, along with the daily 
lunches. The lunch menu recently has expanded and we are drawing a larger crowd. Thank you to the staff and volunteers 
who are continuing to commit your time and talents to the success of our post. 

   For those interested in joining us, the annual steak fry for the Hasting Veterans will be on Sept. 14th. We will meet 
around 9:30 that morning and carpool up there. 

   On May 16-19, 2014 the Third District Convention will be held here at Post 43. It seems like a long time away however 
it will come quickly whether we like it or not.  I am already getting questions concerning times and locations of various 
events from the Third District and the Department.  Our first steering committee meeting will be held in August and we 
will need as many volunteers as we can get to help make this event a success. It has been quite a few years since Post 43 has 
hosted this Convention, those who helped with the previous Convention would be more than welcome to help our 
committee. We need as much input and cooperation as we can get.  

   We have made a few changes as follows: 

Glen Wegner has been appointed new Chaplain.  Ron Brown has resigned from the Executive Board. Mike Brown is now 
taking his position.  Dave Lee has been appointed Post Service Officer. His committee will consist of Dan Lee and a third 
person to be appointed soon. Tracy Kolterman is now the membership director replacing Ron Brown. 

   Congratulations are in order to Ray Sanders who was awarded his 60 year membership pin at our July membership 
meeting! 

   And also congratulations to Dan Lee our new Third District Vice-Commander! 

   Please feel free to contact me or any of the board members with any concerns or comments you may have. Thank you 
everyone for your support and I look forward to another successful year for our post. 

Jack Claeson-Commander American Legion Post 43 
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Auxiliary Ladies, 

   For those of you who do not know me, I have been a member of Unit #43 Auxiliary since 2002 but I have 
been active at the Post since before we moved to our current facility.  I have been a member of the executive 
board and have been moving up “the chain of command” to my current position as President. I have co-
chaired on the Salad Luncheon committee, host the 2nd Thursday Burger Basket night, I’m part of the Steak 
Fry Club Supper kitchen crew, I put together the Bake Sale in the fall and the spring garage sale.  So 
hopefully you have met me at one of those functions but if not please make a point to join us next time. 
 
   I hope that everyone is enjoying the summer which seems to be flying by very quickly. We will soon be 
resuming general membership meetings on September 9th not the 2nd due to the Labor Day holiday. 
 
   September 14th is the Steak Fry in Hastings.  The funds for the steak fry are possible through our 
wonderful poppy program.  Carpools will be leaving the legion at 9:30 a.m. if you are interested in 
attending.  It’s a great day to spend with the veterans there and they really enjoy visiting with us. 
 
   September 20th, the Post will have a POW/MIA ceremony at 5:30 p.m. in front of the Legion.  September 
20th is the National Day of recognition for MIA/POW’s…not just to memorialize them but to honor them as 
we do all other living veterans.  I hope to see many of you at this event and stay and enjoy a cocktail with 
friends and fellow Auxiliary, Post and S.A.L. members. 
 
   We will be hosting a “paper shower” again this year for the month of September for the Fisher House. Our 
contact at Fisher House said items such as paper towels, paper plates, toilet paper, plastic silverware, 
disinfectant wipes, etc. get used up very quickly and would be happily welcomed. There will be a 
Rubbermaid bin in the bar area under the gun cabinet for these items. Cash donations or gift cards from 
Target, Walmart, etc. are also accepted but please leave those donations with a bartender.  
 
   Elaine Herda and Donna Schuenke have now turned over the Card Marathon paperwork and planning to 
the Auxiliary a.k.a. myself and Darlene Liverseed. We are in the learning process of this new task and would 
appreciate someone else to learn with us. As I understand it so far, the big push is sending out the 
schedules and scores sheets in September, logging scores September through May and setting up the final 
party in May.  Please let me know if you can spare some time to help with this project. 
 
Dates to put on your calendars: November 11, Veterans Day; 3rd Sunday of every month, Frontline Honors 
Ceremony; November Bake Sale, possibly Saturday, November 23rd. 
 
Kandie Mensing has volunteered to do the calling for help with Sunday Night Suppers. Please consider 
saying “yes” when she gives you a call or better yet feel free to give her a call with willingness to serve. 
 
I hope to see you on you on September 9th at 7pm. for the general membership meeting. 
In service to our veterans, 
Candy Braun, Unit 43 President 

Greetings & Salutations from the Kitchen, 

 

Summer has just about passed us by, and it's been steady in the Kitchen.  Our Monday – Friday lunches have really taken off, even though sometimes I email it out 
to some people (and the computer doesn't always automatically attach the menu) and it's also posted on our website www.mnlegionpost43.org 

Please check out the menu and other happenings at the Legion!  We have also started a monthly Sunday breakfast buffet.  August was our 1st and we served about 
126 people.  We have another coming up Sunday, September 15th, served from 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.  September we will be featuring breakfast meats from 
Nerstrand Meats.  Tickets can be purchased at the Legion in advance for $7.50 or at the door for $8.50. 

 

The Banquet Hall is booked for the Fall!  Be prepared to help us out when called upon.  We have a lot of bookings thru the middle of December, with September 
and October being the busiest.  Also, our Friday night Club Suppers continue to hang in there, and the Chefs Special has been a success.  If you have some new or 
different cuisine ideas for us to try, please let myself or Chef Luis know what it is. 

Just a reminder, there WILL NOT be any Friday Club Supper's in the month of December because of Business's having Christmas parties on those dates.   

Thanks for all your help!  Without you volunteering, we would not be as successful as we are. 

Chef Brian  

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/


September October November 
 2 – Labor Day  

 5 – Carlson Association Meeting 

 6 - Club Supper 6 – 7:30pm 

      Excel Retirement Party 

 7 – Wedding 

 9 – Membership Meetings 7 – 8pm 

12 – District 1 Hospital/ Burger Night  

14 – Wedding 

15 – Legion Breakfast 

     Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

16 - Executive Board Meetings 6pm 

17 – Senior Center Lunch 

18 - 40 & 8 Meeting 

19 – Taste of Faribault 

20 – River Bend Ramble/ 

       POW/MIA ceremony 5:30pm  

21 – Wedding 

22 – SAL Omelet Breakfast – Double Impact 

26 – Burger Night  5:30-7pm. 

27 – MSAD Dinner 

28 – Wedding 

29 – MSAD Reunion Brunch 

 4 – Club Supper 6-7:30pm & Class of ‘56 

 5 – Wedding 

 6 – Kiwanis Breakfast 

 7 - Membership Meetings 7 – 8pm 

10 –Senior Expo/Burger Night 5:30 – 7pm 

11 – Ladies D. U. 

12 - Wedding 

13 – SAL Omelet Breakfast- Dog Park 

       Wisted Birtday Party 

16 - 40 & 8 Meeting 

18 - Club Supper 6 – 7:30pm 

19 – Wedding 

20 – Legion Breakfast 

        Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

21 - Executive Board Meetings – 6pm 

23 – 1st United 

24 – Burger Night 5:30 – 7 pm 

26 – Freedom Rally - Car/Bike Show 12pm 

        Live Band – Driven 4- 8 pm 

27 – AAUW Breakfast 

 

 1 - Club Supper 6-7:30pm 

 2 - Wedding 

 4 - Membership Meetings 7 – 8pm 

6,7 – Faribo Foods Expo 

 9 – Marine Corp League Ball 

10 – Legion Breakfast 

12 – NARFE 

14 – District 1 

        Burger Night 5:30 – 7pm 

16 – Barron of Beef Supper 6-7:30pm 

17 – Frontline Honors Ceremony – 1:00pm 

18 - Executive Board Meetings 6pm 

20 –40 & 8 Meeting 

23 – Auxiliary Bake Sale 10-2pm 

24 – Camp Omega 

27 – Noon Exchange Breakfast 

28 – Thanksgiving Day 

30 – Community Café Fundraiser 

 

FREE BILLIARDS! 
Saturdays & Sundays 

From 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on - duty bartender. 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2nd& 4th Thursday 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 

ONLY   $4 

Daily Lunches Served 
Monday thru Friday 

11:00am – 1:00pm 

Front Line Honors Ceremony 

1:00pm – every 3rd Sunday 

We remember the fallen  

from the war in Afghanistan. 

Their sacrifice.  Our honor. 

 

Sunday Suppers 

5:00pm – 7:30pm 

Generous Servings, Reasonable Prices 

 

The Post has several varieties of patriotic tee-shirts and 
hooded sweatshirts for sale. We are taking orders for new 

Legion jackets as well. 
You can inquire at the bar for prices and available sizes. 

 

 

POW/MIA Ceremony 

Friday, September 20, 5:30 pm 
 

Happy Hour! 
 Monday – Friday…….4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 Saturday –Sunday …..10:00am – 2: 00pm 
 New Seasonal Beer – Now on Tap! 

Your Post 43 WatchWord newsletter  
is now available on our newly established 

Website: 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org 
 

If you have any specific recommendations for our 
Website, our Post, or any general questions, 

please send a message to:  

FboLegion43@hotmail.com 

 
 

http://www.mnlegionpost43.org/


 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Jack Claeson 

1st Vice: Dennis Rinehart 

2nd Vice: Larry Mensing 

Adjutant: Brian Niner 

Chaplain: Glen Wegner 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Jim Douda, Bob Flom, Dave Lee, 

Luverne Malecha, Kirk Mansfield,  

John McDonough, Glen Wegner 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: 
Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Rick Rost 

1st Vice: Paul Johnson 

Adjutant: Matt Hilley 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee 

President: Candy Braun 

1st Vice: Martha Piper 

2nd Vice: Kandie Mensing 

Secretary: Rose Johnson 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Geri Ochs/Ruth Seykora 

Chaplain: Louise Flom 

Executive Board Members: 

Lucy Hill, Rose Johnson, Judy Sommerness 
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