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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 
Good Day Patriots, 

…and so my Post 43 Commander story commences with the appointment ceremony performed under the power of candles and 

flashlights due to the loss of electricity at Post 43 on June 6, 2011.   

For those of you whom I have yet to meet, you should know a few of the basics about me right out of the gate.  I spent the bulk of my 

youth in Sioux City, Iowa, where I graduated from high school followed by a nice run with the U.S. Navy from 1986-1992.  Discharged 

in early ’92 as a Cryptologic Technician 2nd Class, I returned to Sioux City and worked as a welder making my way through college 

prior to moving to Minnesota.  My wife of 8 years is originally from Faribault and we are raising two fine young sons.  My stepson just 

graduated from Faribault High School with follow-on orders to Grand Forks, ND, majoring in aviation.  Our youngest son, just 

“graduated” Kindergarten and is looking forward to growing up to be either a fireman or a baseball player, or in his words, “maybe both.” 

My involvement in the Veteran’s community is not unlike many of you in that I associate with the following groups:  Post 43 Color 

Guard; Rice County Central Veteran’s Association Honor Guard; Rice County Veteran’s Memorial Expansion Project; Sons of the 

American Legion; our newly created Post 43 American Legion Riders group; VFW 1562; and the Patriot Guard Riders. 

My vision for the future of this Post also is not unlike yours in that I see us continuing to strengthen our ties with this community, 

especially with a growing support of our Veterans and their families.  Case in point:  Commencing with our Sons of the American Legion 

benefit breakfast on Sunday, June 26, there will be a ceremony for the recognition of the sacrifice that our troops on the front lines in 

both Afghanistan and Iraq are making so that we might continue to live free.  We shall mark this ceremony as the first of a continued 

ongoing commitment and I fully encourage all who are available to attend this benefit breakfast and event. 

If I may be so bold, additionally, when you are able, I would ask that each of you take the time to seriously consider involvement in your 

Post 43 happenings.  The entire success of this Post is dependent upon volunteers such as you.  Let it be known that any amount of time 

that you may have to offer, great or small, can and will make a difference.  The revenue generated from Post 43 goes right back into our 

community in one fashion or another.  Consider this:  Faribault youth scholarships;  sports programs;  Legionville/School Patrol;  Legion 

Baseball;  Boys State/Nation;  Scouting;  Flag Etiquette;  Veteran’s Home Support, etc...Your Faribault American Legion Post 43 

provides funds to all of these entities and many more.  It is up to us to provide continued support for the livelihood of these groups and 

functions.  If we don’t, who will?  If you are able to assist in any manner, please contact me through the Post or stop in and leave a 

message with your contact information, any and all assistance will be very much welcomed. 

This WatchWord newsletter is prepared by a small group of volunteers and is very labor intensive to produce.  We are looking for ways 

that will help to streamline the process and switching the means of delivery over to computer email is one of the most efficient methods 

available unto us.  In addition to getting your WatchWord earlier, you would also benefit the entire process by helping the Post to cut 

down on the costs that are associated with producing the newsletter.  If you have an email address, please send a request to 

FboLegion43@hotmail.com stating that you would like to receive your newsletter by email.  Those that do not benefit from computer 

email, rest assured, you will continue to receive your newsletter as you have in the past. 

Short story:  As a youngster, I spent my entire summer vacation in between school years on my grandparent’s farm near Cherokee, Iowa.  

When I wasn’t walking beans, baling hay, or tending to the cattle and hogs, I would often sit and ponder about a simple little sign that 

hung on the wall of the kitchen of that beloved farmhouse.  My grandmother kept this little sign that simply read, “Today is the first day 

of the rest of your life.”  During those years, I never really understood the meaning behind that sign.  At this time, however, my Fellow 

Patriots, I would submit to you this statement as the defining quote of where we are to go with Post 43.  We have a solid foundation built 

over years of dedicated service by many fine, outstanding individuals.  I look forward to meeting you over the course of this upcoming 

season and I very much look forward to serving as your American Legion Post 43 Commander. 

With you, I shall succeed...Today is the first day of the rest of “OUR” life… 

Very Respectfully, 

Kirk D. Mansfield 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Greetings, 

Our new slate of officers for 2011-12 is as follows: President – Louise Flom, 1st Vice - Judy Sommerness, 2nd Vice - 

Candy Braun, Treasurer – Darlene Liverseed, Secretary – Rose Johnson, Sgt of Arms – Renee Weaver.  Board Members: 

Kandie Mensing, Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill 

I want to thank my present officers, Board and Chairpersons for their good work this year. Don’t forget to bring snacks 

for the June meeting and installation of officers. 

We will be celebrating Memorial Day with a ceremony at the Courthouse at 9:00 a.m., parade at 10:00 a.m. and a lunch 

at the American Legion. Winners of the coloring contest will ride in the parade with us. 

Don’t forget to donate items for the packages for the troops. Auxiliary will meet in September. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Eastman 

Auxiliary President Unit # 43 

 

Greetings to all American Legion Post, SAL and Auxiliary members, 

 I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Louise Flom and I will be serving as the 

Auxiliary President for 2011-2012. 

I have been a member of the Auxiliary for 23 years. I am an eligible member through my husband Bob, who served in 

the US Army. We have 2 sons and a daughter and 8 grandchildren. I have previously served as Secretary and Vice 

President of the Auxiliary and on the Board of Directors.  

 In May I attended the District Convention in Montgomery, along with Lucy Hill, Mary Lillquist and Judy 

Sommerness. It was a good learning experience and I had the opportunity to visit with several of the past District 

Presidents and ask them some questions. After giving the President’s report and hearing reports from other groups, I 

realized how very active and dedicated our Auxiliary is to our veterans. We have the greatest group of volunteers, which 

attested to the many awards that our Auxiliary received at the convention. 

 After being elected as your President, I decided I wanted to have a special project involving veterans. The 

perfect project became evident when one of our board members told us of a meeting that she had attended about the 

yellow ribbon project. This really got my attention and I did some research and made some contacts and my special 

project for the year will be “Beyond the Yellow Ribbon.  Beyond the Yellow Ribbon is a program that creates 

awareness, through coordinating organizations, agencies and companies for the purpose of connecting Service members 

and their families with community support, training, services and resources. There is some preliminary planning to have 

Faribault a Yellow Ribbon Community. You will hear more about this in the future. You may want to check out the 

website at www.beyondtheyellowribbon.org. 

 We had a great Memorial Day Parade. I had all eight of my grandchildren attending the Memorial Day Program 

at the courthouse, riding with me in the parade and attending the program at Central Park. I think it is important for our 

youth to know why we celebrate Memorial Day. Wasn’t the lunch after the program great?!!  Thanks Babe and Jim and 

crew! 

 I’m looking forward to another great year at the American Legion and I’m also looking forward to working with 

our new Commander Kirk Mansfield. I know he has some new ideas also. Thanks Joan Eastman for graciously 

accepting to be our president this past year.  

God Bless America, 

Louise Flom 
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June July August 

3 ... Club Supper 

4 ... Wedding 

5 ... Sunday Supper 

6 ... Post Meeting & Installation of Officers 

9 ... Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

10 . USO Dance 

11 . Wedding 

12 . Sunday Supper 

16 . Korean War Last Man’s Club 

17 . Club Supper 

18 . Wedding 

19 . Gas & Steam Breakfast 

     Sunday Supper 

20 . Executive Board Meetings 

23 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

25 . Wedding 

26 . SAL Omelet Breakfast 

Sunday Supper 

1 ... Club Supper 

2 ... Wedding 

3 ... Sunday Supper 

4 ... Independence Day - Club Closed 

7 ... Post Burger & Chicken  Strip Baskets 

10 . Club Breakfast 

 ..... Sunday Supper 

11    Post Meetings 

15 . Club Supper 

 ..... Class of ‘51 

17 . Sunday Supper 

18 . Executive Board Meetings 

21 . Post Burger & Chicken  Strip Baskets 

23 . Wedding 

24 . Sunday Supper 

30 . Wedding 

31 . Sunday Supper 

1 ... Post Meetings 

5 ... Club Supper 

7 ... Sunday Supper 

11 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

14 . Sunday Supper 

 ..... VFW Last Man’s Club 

15 . Executive Board Meetings 

16 . Farm Bureau 

19 . Club Supper 

 ..... 328th Ordnance Last Man’s 

20 . Wedding 

21 . Sunday Supper 

25 . Post Burger & Chicken Strip Baskets 

28 . Sunday Supper 

Don’t Forget our 

Sunday Suppers 

4:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

Generous Servings 

Reasonable Prices 

Burger Baskets  

& Chicken Strip Baskets 

Every 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Thursday 
(NOTE:  July will be 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Thursdays) 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

ONLY   $4 

Auxiliary unit 43  
Salad Luncheon  

Cookbooks 

$10 

American Legion Post 43 Scholarship Program.  

The Scholarship Committee would like to present you  

with the following scholarship recipients for 2011: 

3
rd

 year student, Mellaney Peper, University of St. Thomas 

2
nd

 year student, Mike Schuenke, University of Wisconsin, River Falls 

1
st
 year student, Brynn Kasper, University of St. Thomas 

1
st
 year student, Mitchell Mees, University of North Dakota 

Saturdays & Sundays 

From Lounge opening until 3:00 pm 

Simply produce your American Legion  
Membership Card to the on-duty bartender. 

 

 

In an effort to support our troops on the front lines of Afghanistan and Iraq through care packages,  
Auxiliary Unit 43 is requesting the overseas addresses of service members.    As the battles continue, our 

military needs our support now more than ever.  Please notify any Auxiliary member with the address 
information you may have of a relative or friend or you may forward this information directly to 

FboLegion43@hotmail.com 

 

Your Post 43 Watchword newsletter is now available by . 

To receive your newsletter online, please send a request to  
FboLegion43@hotmail.com  

or simply drop off your email address at the Legion. 
 

 

 

Post 43 Officers 

Commander: Kirk Mansfield 

1st Vice: Jack Claeson 

2nd Vice: John McDonough 

Adjutant: Tracy Kolterman 

Chaplain: Roger Schuenke 

Finance Officer: Bob Johnson 

Executive Board Members: 

Ron Brown, Dan Carlson, Ric Casson,  

Pete Flannery, Bob Flom, Lloyd Grandprey,  

Amy Lindsay, Larry Mensing 

 

 

 

Auxiliary Officers: Sons of the American Legion 

Commander: Rick Rost 

1st Vice: Paul Johnson 

Adjutant: Matt Hilley 

Treasurer: Bob Johnson 

Chaplain: Mike Pittman 

Sgt at Arms: Ben Patee 

President: Louise Flom 

1st Vice: Judy Sommerness 

2nd Vice: Candy Braun 

Secretary: Rose Johnson 

Treasurer: Darlene Liverseed 

Sgt at Arms: Renee Weaver 

Executive Board Members: 

Kandie Mensing, Mary Lillquist, Linda Claeson, Lucy Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 43 

112 NE 5th St. 

Faribault, MN 55021 

Tel. (507) 334-8784 
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